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CALENDAR
April 11, 3:30-5PM, Jones Library—Roseann Martoccia, Executive Director of LifePath (Formerly Franklin County Home Care CorporationFCHCC) will explain what services are available from LifePath for elders in the Amherst area. This program has been arranged by the
League of Women Voters of Amherst Aging Study Group. All are cordially invited.
April 12, 7PM, Town Room— Warrant review
April 13, 1:30PM— Board meeting at Kathy Campbell’s house.
April 18, 3PM— Book Group, Phyllis Lehrer’s house, Heir to the Glimmering World, by Cynthia Ozick.
April 30, 10—4PM— LWVMA Council, Clark University, Worcester.
See inside for more details.
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First Call for Annual Meeting
The League of Women Voters of Amherst will hold its annual meeting
on Thursday, May 26, at 7 p.m. in the Woodbury Room at the Jones
Library. Refreshments will be served at 6:30. The agenda with committee and task force annual reports and proposed program will be
mailed to all members around the beginning of May. According to our
bylaws, the annual meeting must adopt a local program for next year,
elect and install officers and directors, and adopt an annual budget.
Please plan to join us.

From the Leadership Team—Balancing Act
If this is March, it must be candidate forum season!
Many many thanks to the two skilled moderators who ran our two forums: Susan Patnaude, a
new member of our League but not new to the League (she recently moved to Greenfield
from New Jersey), and Nancy Eddy, who has moderated so many forums for us that probably
even she has lost count. Thanks to Marcie Sclove, who introduced both evenings and worked
with the moderators on both scripts. Then there were the timers and the question reviewers
and the question collectors (including two Girl Scouts at the second forum; I hope they sold a
lot of cookies too!) and all the preparatory work that went into arranging venues and publicizing the events and contacting the candidates as well as the outside speaker for the Charter
Commission forum.
And finally, of course, our thanks to Amherst Media, who recorded both forums, broadcasting
the second one live from the Town Room of the Amherst Town Hall. It will probably all be
over by the time you read this, but one thing you can go back to any time is Michael Ward’s
talk on the role of Charter Commissions, posted at https://amherstmedia.org/content/charter
-commission-informational-session-03-14-16.
As we learn anew every time we do it, there are some fine lines to walk in producing these
panels in a way that is completely consistent with League principles of nonpartisanship and
just ordinary fair play. We all know that any politician worth his salt can use any question as a
jumping-off point to talk about what he wants to talk about, which may not be what the questioner wanted him to talk about. The opinions about the moderator/producer’s role in that
case runs the gamut, from actively insisting that the speaker answer the question to sitting
back and hoping that the listeners are smart enough to notice if he hasn’t (my own naively optimistic preference.) Perhaps there is a middle ground. But also this highlights our own role in
designing short, pointed questions to make it more difficult to avoid addressing the subject.
Maybe we also need to think like a candidate, and hear the question as he might, in good
faith, hear it.

The League deservedly has a great reputation for its candidate forum. How many times have
you heard from people who know nothing else about the League, “I wish the League still ran
the Presidential debates!” I’m proud to belong to an organization which Amherst citizens feel,
as Marcie observed in this space last month, is “the only organization in town that can inform
and educate the citizens of Amherst” about the potential Charter Commission.

- Kathy Campbell
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Interview with Marcie Sclove
Marcie Sclove is currently a member of the Leadership Team. She
has been active in the League since becoming co-chair of Voter
Service in 2014, but had been a paid but inactive member for a
number of years before that. As we shall see, Marcie has a long
history of being very active in town in other ways.
Marcie is originally from the Midwest: starting in Columbus, Ohio,
then moving to Oak Park, a suburb of Detroit, Michigan. Born in
the mid ‘50s, she was influenced in high school by the culture of
the 60s. Indeed, that cultural influence seems a thread that has
run throughout her life. Marcie sampled several Michigan universities, culminating in an associate degree from Schoolcraft College’s
highly-regarded Culinary Institute. Marcie was a chef for about thirty years. Highlights for her include working in France and teaching in a culinary school in Boston.
She arrived in Boston in 1979, an interesting time in the food world, when women chefs were beginning to
be acknowledged as more than a rarity. Marcie was a member of the women’s Culinary Guild of New England, founded in 1979 (Julia Child was its special consultant) and the Culinary Historians of Boston. She managed a diner in Kendall Square; it was a job she loved. Her clientele was very mixed: MIT students and professors (even a few Nobel Prize winners), white collar workers from the Kodak office up the street, construction workers. Her regulars interacted comfortably, and her regulars were differentiated by the time they
came to the diner, not their work world. The diner had an open kitchen, which Marcie believes contributed
to the comfortable, congenial atmosphere. The Kendall Square diner led her to become a believer in the importance of the “third place” (defined by Ray Oldenburg in The Great Good Place (1989, 1991).)
In 1987, Marcie and her husband (whom she had met at the diner) moved to Amherst. The next year, Marcie opened Marcie’s Place, seeking to recreate the atmosphere of the Cambridge diner by means such as a
counter and an open kitchen. The degree with which she succeeded is still being manifested in Amherst.
Marcie related an anecdote about the time recently when she was introducing Julius Lester (who had
written an elegy for the restaurant when it closed in 1991), and she herself was introduced—twenty-seven
years after it closed—with reminiscences about Marcie’s Place. Closing Marcie’s Place was not easy for Marcie. But the local economy was bad and Marcie was ready to have a child.
Marcie was also feeling like finishing a bachelor’s degree. Marcie was first an Ada Comstock Scholar at
Smith, but then decided to complete her degree from U Mass’s University Without Walls, focusing on the
politics of community. While she was working on her bachelor’s degree, she was also studying in an American Sign Language program, with the goal of becoming an interpreter. Two programs of study and an active
four year old were too much, and Marcie was unable to complete the ASL program. She is glad, however,
that she did it.
From 1998-2002, Marcie was a cook at Amherst Survival Center. She enjoyed the clientele at the soup kitchen, who reminded her very much of the clientele she had had at her restaurants, and she felt part of a
“beautiful community.” In 2006-7, Marcie and her family had an opportunity to spend a year on the banks of
the Ganges, in an ashram in Banares, the holiest city in India. She returned from that very special experience
to find that the Survival Center was in the midst of a difficult transition. Marcie joined the Board in 2007 to
help preserve the traditions of the community she had treasured, and served until 2013.
To be continued on page 4—
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Continued from page 3 Marcie had another, personal goal she brought back from India: to have experiences as authentic as everyday life in India had been. Where to find such authenticity? In working with birth, sickness and death as well
as the human needs the Survival Center seeks to meet. That desire for authenticity led her to training as a
doula (and she assisted with about fourteen births while she was active as a doula), then to being a hospice
volunteer. Hospice work led her to training as a hospital chaplain. For two years she studied and practiced
Clinical Pastoral Education at Baystate Medical Center.
Her service as a chaplain led in summer, 2014 to a show on Amherst Media, “Going Deeper,” www.amherstmedia.org/content/going-deeper in which Marcie is able to apply the skills she practiced
as a chaplain in her conversations with her guests. Marcie also currently co-facilitates a conversation group
for English language learners at the Jones (in which, she says, her knowledge and experiences as a doula are
a help.) It seems typical of Marcie both that her activities, whether volunteer or paid, reflect her underlying
life concerns, and that she brings what she’s learned from one experience into others. Nothing is wasted, for
Marcie.
Marcie has been active in town government for many years. From about 1996 until 2005, Marcie was a
member of Town Meeting. When the Town Meeting Coordinating Council/Committee was first initiated,
Marcie was its vice chair. She then took over the chair from the first chair, just as League member Peggy
Roberts, Marcie’s vice chair, later was to take over from her. So it’s not surprising that Marcie was willing to
work on Voter Service for the League. As Marcie said in her comments “From the Leadership Team” in the
October 2015 Bulletin: “Along with Judy Brooks, I took on co-chairing Voter Services, and we had a
ball!” The League’s role in educating citizens for voting and encouraging voter registration is clearly important to Marcie. When interviewed, Marcie was busy tabling and working on the Information and Consensus Meeting.
Marcie is running again to be a member of Amherst Town meeting. By the time you read this, you will know
the results of the elections. She believes that it is and will be important for the League to inform town citizens of the activities of the Charter Commission, if voters support one: “the League is the only group in town
that can play that role” because of its nonpartisan status. It will be a challenge, however, for League members to remain detached.
Marcie has brought a great variety of experiences and skills to the Leadership team, as this brief biography
indicates. She herself comments that she enjoys multi-tasking, a useful skill for a League leader. Her
knowledge of Amherst, her breadth of interests, her emphasis on authenticity in interpersonal interactions,
and her commitment to encouraging and nurturing community are valuable contributions to the work of the
Amherst League.

- Susan Millinger

4

Warrant Review and other Board Notes
Each spring and fall, we review the warrant articles for Town Meeting, to decide whether the League should
take a public position on any of them. If you would be interested in participating in this process in the coming
month, please contact Martha Hanner, mhandjh@comcast.net or 253-0184.
A proposed ban on single-use plastic bags is among the Articles. This effort is being led by a UMass graduate
student, Kevin Hollerbach, and is supported by Mothers Out Front as well. At its March meeting, the LWVA
board voted to cosponsor this article. If you would like to help craft supporting statements to be read to Town
Meeting, please contact Martha.
At its March meeting, the LWVA board also approved using a concurrence process to adopt a new position on
Aging in the Amherst Area at our annual meeting. It also approved the wording of the position being proposed
by the study committee that has been working on the issue since fall. See Diana Stein’s article on p. 6 for more
information.
Plans for the book sale are moving along. The committee sent about 350 letters to regional dealers, announcing a Dealer’s Day on July 27. On the 25th or 26th we will also hold a Children’s Day in co-operation with the
Amherst Schools. The book sale will be open to the public Thursday through Saturday, July 28-30 and again
August 4-6.

Anyone for LWVMA Council? LWVUS Convention?
Our parent Leagues will have their own meetings this spring. This year LWVUS has its biennial national Convention, while state Leagues have Council meetings. LWVA is looking for at least one delegate to attend the
national Convention, June 16-19 in Washington, D.C. The LWVMA Council meeting is scheduled for April 30
in Worcester, and is open to anyone who wishes to attend.
Find out what is planned for national Convention at http://forum.lwv.org/category/member-resources/
council-and-convention/convention-2016. In particular, on the morning of June 16, League members will be
visiting Capitol Hill. We hope our delegate(s) will join forces with League members from Northampton for
this. Early bird registration closes May 30.
This year’s LWVMA Council will focus on voter engagement in this election year, but there will also be two
workshops, one on “Charter Schools in Massachusetts” and the other titled “From Climate Talk to Climate
Action”. The early bird registration rate for Council ends April 8.
Please let Kathy Campbell know if you are interested in either or both. Carpooling will be available to
Worcester.

Report on single payer hearing
On March 22, 2016, the Massachusetts Legislature’s Joint Committee on Health Care Financing held hearings at the State House in Boston on several single payer bills. Attending the hearings from LWV Amherst
were Ruth Smith, Alice Swift and Jackie Wolf. Alice and Jackie submitted testimonies in support of S579/
H1026, “An Act Establishing Medicare for All” and S647/H965, “An Act to Ensure Effective Health Care Cost
Control.” Judy Deutsch, LWV Massachusetts Health Care Chair, also presented testimony.
The League is in good company supporting single payer reform for the Commonwealth. Others who testified
- Continued on page 7
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Aging in the Amherst
The Aging in the Amherst Area Study Committee (about 15 members!) has been
meeting regularly since September 22, 2015. We set out to describe the SERVICES and GAPS
in services to Amherst area residents 60 years and older [sometimes referred to in our report
as elders] as reported by eight (8) local agencies in the fall 2015.
The design of the study was that at least two League members from the Aging Study
Committee, interviewed respondents for each of the eight agencies. For the Amherst Senior
Center – the major source of services for Amherst area elders - interviews were conducted,
separately, with Nancy Pagano (Director), Maura Plante (Assistant Director and Social Worker)
and Lisa White RN. For all eight agencies, a simple questionnaire was used to gather demographic information, financial information, etc.; in addition the interviewers probed with open
-ended questions for more detailed answers about services and gaps in services.
[Note: Only the Amherst Senior Center and Highland Valley Elder Services focus on those 60
and over. All other agencies interviewed serve people of all ages. ]
Our report is organized in three parts:


DEMOGRAPHICS FACTS about the population of Amherst 60 years and older.
 Three proposed OUTCOMES for the Aging Committee and the LWV A to consider and vote
on.
 A brief – and incomplete - list of SERVICES AND GAPS in services provided by the reporting
agencies. These lists are not a definitive inventory of all available services. Rather, they are
an overview of vital services available to Amherst area elders as well as an indication of
services which are insufficient or not available.
The full report of our committee is available online at
http://www.lwvamherst.org/sites/default/files/Aging%20Study.pdf
In addition to this report, we heard from Nancy Pagano, Director of the Amherst Senior
Center at the Brown Bag lunch on February 18th, 2016 and have scheduled programs by Allan
Ouimet and Valery Flory of Highland Valley Elder Services on March 28th and by Roseann
Martoccia, Executive Director of Lifepath, (formerly Franklin County Health Care Corporation)
on April 11th. Both of these events will be in the Woodbury Room of the Jones Library at 3:30
up to 5 p.m.
It was brought to our attention that the results of our study could be expedited to
reach a LWVA position by use of the method of concurrence rather than the more usual
method of consensus. Concurrence was used successfully by the Emergency Preparedness
Study Committee in 2010, and their recommendations are now part of the LWVA program

- To be continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6—booklet. Concurrence is the act of agreeing with a statement or position and is
often used when the issue is simple and clear cut. Leagues can concur with the recommendation of a resource committee such as the Aging in the Amherst Area study committee.
The committee drafted the following concurrent statements which were presented to the Board on
March 9, 2016:
League of Women Voters of Amherst supports a wide array of services to meet the needs of the diverse
populations of seniors in the Amherst area. To accomplish this, the LWVA supports:
1. The ongoing planning and coordination of senior services within and across the municipal departments
of Amherst.
2. The coordination with private and public agencies providing senior services within the Amherst area and
within the region.

3. The distribution of information about all services available for seniors.
4. A well-funded, modern Senior Center.
5. Public funding for senior services.
The Board approved the use of concurrence as the means to consider adoption of the committee recommendations as the League’s position and accepted the statement above for the membership to consider
via concurrence.
- Diana Stein

Continued from page 5— In favor included medical students, doctors, representatives from the MA Teachers
Association, the MA Nurses Association, MA Jobs With Justice, MA Senior Action and many more. Senator
Sonia Chang-Diaz, who sits on the Joint Committee on Education, testified how health insurance costs are
devouring the funds municipalities give schools for salaries and instruction. Ben Day, the national coordinator for HealthCare-NOW, pointed out that only countries around the world who have single payer systems
are able to keep a check on rapidly rising health care costs.
Running up to these hearings, LWVA Health Care Committee members were busy calling attention to
the need for support. Jackie testified at a hearing of the Commission on the Status of Women in Northampton. Alice and Leslie Nyman both had Letters to the Editor in the Daily Hampshire Gazette. Rosemary Kofler
forwarded a letter to several newspapers. And Diana Stein kept in touch with Senator Stan Rosenberg’s
office.
It’s not too late for you to raise your voice. The co-chair of the Joint Committee on Health Care Financing is a western Massachusetts Legislator – Senator James Welch. Call or email Senator Welch. Let him know
you support these bills; ask him to see that the bills are favorably reported out of Committee. (Senator
Welch’s email is James.Welch@masenate.gov; 617/722-1660).
- Jackie Wolf
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Anyone for LWVUS Convention?
LWVA is looking for at least one delegate to attend the national Convention, June 16-19 in Washington, D.C.
Find out what is planned for national Convention at http://forum.lwv.org/category/member-resources/
council-and-convention/convention-2016. Early bird registration closes May 30.

Anyone for LWVMA Council?
The LWVMA Council meeting is scheduled for April 30 in Worcester, and is open to anyone who wishes to
attend. Focus will be on voter engagement, Charter Schools in Massachusetts and Climate Action. The early
bird registration rate for Council ends April 8.

Please let Kathy Campbell know if you are interested in either or both. Carpooling will be available to
Worcester.
Anyone?
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