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President’s Message
First I want to thank all of you who have been coming to our programming and volunteering at the programs we are sponsoring and cosponsoring. I think most of you will agree that the CivicsFest was a
huge success. People are already asking about next year's theme and
planning their costumes, and possibly even their study guides. Our programming with the
Amherst Survival Center has been invaluable and the actions we have encouraged people to
take at the events there have helped people feel more empowered during this time of uncertainty. The LWVA's strong presence is due to all of your support, your energy and your good
ideas.
Our town has faced some tough decisions in the past year and now the town is in the middle
of another momentous process in the form of the Charter Commission. The LWVA Board
has been asked, "What is the LWVA going to do? Are we going to take a position? What
does our program book say? How can we best help our members and our citizens through
this process?" We have heard those questions and the Board of the LWVA has decided that
the only way the League can answer them is through careful consideration and a respectful
discussion. So I urge you to come to the members-only meeting scheduled on May 9th at 7
PM in the Bangs Center (downstairs Pole Room). Please come with an open mind and a
willingness to listen and consider our options. Before you come, be sure to read Kathy
Campbell's thoroughly researched report that follows in this bulletin. Kathy spent over ten
hours going through the our LWVA archive materials at the UMass Library reading the historical records on our decision-making process. For many of you, the past studies might
seem like they were done just yesterday, but for others this is new material and we think it is
essential that every member walk into the discussion knowing something about the historical
nature of our League’s positions on local government.
Finally, I have a challenge for our members. When you get the LWVA e-bulletin every
month, click on the links provided with almost every short announcement and story. I know
that if you are like me, your in-boxes are overflowing, but it is well worth your time to learn
more about the issues and initiatives going on locally, state-wide and nationally. When
Susan Millinger puts those e-bulletins together she can only include the essential information on the page you see in your email. The really interesting details are in the links! And
when you click on the links that lead to our LWVA website it helps to increase its visibility
on the web. You should also feel free to pass those e-bulletins on to family, friends and
neighbors - we are doing so many good and inspiring things.
Rebecca
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History - A Fresh Look at Charter Government

(pages 3 through 6)

(please read before the meeting on May 9, 2017)

What should we as a League do between now and March of 2018, when a new proposed Home Rule Charter
will be placed before Amherst voters? This will be the topic of the membership meeting to be held on MAY
9, 2017, at 7 p.m. at the Bangs Center (Pole Room).
The League of Women Voters of Amherst has two positions on local government. (See the Program Book,
available electronically from a link at the bottom of the web page http://www.lwvamherst.org/content/
positions.) Their evolution has been intertwined with the history of Amherst’s attempts to modernize its government. In preparation for our May 9 meeting, it is useful to review this history.
1950
The representative Town Meeting dates from the acceptance by Amherst voters of the Special Act of the General Court (Chapter 10, Acts and Resolves, 1936) in 1938, a year before the founding of the League of Women
Voters of Amherst. This Act (as amended several times since) was the first of the Amherst’s two “charter”
acts. It replaced the traditional open Town Meeting as the legislative branch of town government. The executive function continued to be exercised, as it had since the founding of the town, by a three-member board of
selectmen.
In the late 1940s, as the annual town budget was creeping up towards $1,000,000, the Town Meeting began to
consider moving to a town manager form of government, that is, towards augmenting the executive branch, the
elected selectmen, by a professional town manager overseeing the administrative staff and accountable to the
selectmen. The General Court passed a second Special Act (Chapter 11, Acts and Resolves, 1951, also
amended since adoption.) Among other provisions, this Act proposed replacing the three-member board of
selectmen with a five-member board, who in turn would appoint “a town manager who shall be a person especially fitted by training and experience to perform the duties of the office.” Other elected officials such as the
school committee and the library trustees would continue to be elected. This Act was submitted for voter approval in the 1951 town election, but it was defeated by a very narrow margin.
Meanwhile, the League also took up the question beginning in 1947, culminating with its approval, at annual
meeting in 1950, of the one-sentence position:
“The League supports selectmen-manager form of government.”
In 1953 the League collected enough petition signatures to place the question on the ballot for a second time,
and this time it passed by a 13-vote margin. In 1957 and again in 1960, that result was challenged by referenda, but those elections resulted in retention of the selectman-manager plan by increasing margins. Before
each of those elections League members served on citizens’ committees that worked for retention by informing the townspeople of the favorable record of town manager government in Amherst.
Thus the 1950 position of the League - which remains, unaltered, as part of LWVA’s position on the Structure
of Town Government - was formulated as the town was seeking an alternative for the executive branch of its
local government. Specifically, it expressed support for the division of the executive branch into a primarily
policy-oriented function to be exercised by the board of selectmen, and an administrative function to be exercised by a professional manager accountable to the selectmen. Throughout the 1950s, this change continued to
be a contentious issue among the voters of Amherst. Note, however, that the continuation of the representative
Town Meeting as the legislative branch of government was never in question during this period.
1970, 1972
In 1969, following the passage of the Home Rule Amendment to the state constitution in 1966, and with the
selectmen-manager form of government finally generally accepted in Amherst, the League initiated a study of
the “effectiveness of our present form of local government”. The study committee surveyed Town Meeting
members, interviewed town officials, and made a comparative study of town meeting forms in New England.
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The League also researched the use of Home Rule and Charter Commissions. However, the existing representative Town Meeting soon became the focus of the study. At unit meetings in January, 1970, members agreed that Town Meeting could “probably continue to serve its function as the legislative body of
town government within its present structure with certain changes to improve its responsiveness and
quality.” The resulting position was the initial version of the section of LWVA’s Structure of Town
Government position on the Legislative Branch, and spelled out the desirable changes. During the next
two years, the League’s study continued with an examination of the executive branch, leading to the
adoption the core of the section on the Executive Branch in the current position in 1972.
1990
The Home Rule Amendment allowed cities and towns to frame, adopt and amend a charter for their local
governments and to exercise all powers of local self-government, subject to the constitutions and general
laws of the state, instead of going through the General Court as Amherst had done in in 1936 and again
in 1951. The state League actively supported the Home Rule Amendment. In 1975 LWVMA was represented on a Governor’s committee that reviewed state statutes governing municipal affairs and recommended a number of changes. The LWVMA position on Home Rule in Where We Stand (pp. 24-25; a
link to this document is also at http://www.lwvamherst.org/content/positions) is worth reviewing. Interestingly, it notes that “The success rate for new charters or charter revisions is not high... It appears that
charter commissions often recommend too many changes, creating local opposition.” (The date of this
comment is not noted.)
Amherst has never adopted a Home Rule Charter, but three Charter Commissions have been formed over
the years. By 1988, the formation of the first Charter Commission was clearly under consideration, although its actual creation was still half a decade in the future. The League decided that this would be a
good time to “restudy Town government...in response both to members who want a charter commission
and to those who hope to see the League reaffirm its support of Town Meeting.” In January of 1989, the
Town Government Study Committee decided to focus on the study of Amherst’s existing system of government to determine whether or not it was efficient and responsive to the needs of the town. In particular, the committee was interested in how the structure of our local government met the League’s criteria:
“An open government which is representative, accountable and responsive; that has a fair and
adequate fiscal basis; that protects individual liberties established by the Constitution; and that
assures opportunities for citizen participation in decision making.”
In 1990, the first section under “Executive Branch” (on “an overall plan for citizen boards”) was added
to the LWVA position on the Structure of Town Government, and bullet (f) was added to the section on
the Legislative Branch.
1994-1996
In the spring of 1994, the voters established the first Amherst Charter Commission. At its Annual Meeting that year, the League formed a Charter Task Force to review past League studies, in order to determine how the League had studied the Amherst form of government, what questions had been asked and
what issues addressed. By February of the following year, the Task Force had decided that national and
local positions on structure of town government provided adequate guidance for evaluating Charter
Commission studies.
The Task Force followed the work of the Commission assiduously. Twice in early 1995, the League
wrote to the Commission, raising questions about process and asking for clear definition of the problems
to be addressed and a framework for evaluating proposed solutions. At a May 1995 public forum,
League president Joan Ashwell spoke to the Commission, outlining the League’s objections to the three
proposals then on the table. Her presentation began with the words:
“In general, the League of Women Voters does not believe the Charter Commission has supplied
a substantive basis for many of the proposals it is considering.”
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The final report of the Commission appeared in September of 1995. It recommended a Mayor/Council/
Manager executive with a 150-member Town Meeting legislative branch. After reviewing the proposed
Home Rule Charter, the LWVA Charter Task Force decided that it still did not meet League criteria and
developed a statement opposing it, which was accepted by the board in October, 1995. The League
joined a coalition of organizations supporting a “no” vote and lobbied against the proposal. It produced a
brochure outlining its objections, ending with the words:
“We hear a lot about accountability, which in general is a good thing in government. But when
accountability is achieved through centralizing power in 7 council persons, by giving up the independence of the schools, and by reducing citizen participation, that cost is too high.”
On April 2, 1996, the town rejected the proposed charter.
2002-2003
In 2001, Amherst voted to combine the Town Meeting Act and the Town Manager Act into a modified
version of its “charter” that retained the select board-manager-town meeting form of government. The
“The Amherst Town Government Act” (ATGA) also contained changes that increased the policy-making
role of the select board and reduced the independence of the town manager in making appointments.
A second Amherst Charter Commission was formed in 2001. The Annual Meeting of the League in May
2002 authorized the Local Government Study Committee “to institute a study of the principles, concepts,
and practices that make for effective local government.” Members were asked to give the committee
their input about concepts, principles and practices for effective local government. They received 54 responses from League members, and grouped them into seven categories. Two unit consensus meetings
were held in November. There were disagreements on some issues, but consensus on others. The resulting LWVA position statement on Local Government: Concepts, Principles and Practices was approved
by the LWVA Board in January 2003.
This new position served as the basis for evaluating the Home Rule Charter proposal put before the voters in 2003. This proposal would have replaced Town Meeting with a nine-member Council, abolishing
the Select Board and adding a mayor while retaining the town manager. The Study Committee held two
public information meetings in February and March, at which they summarized each of the ten articles of
the Charter and presented charts on the budget, the initiative process, the election calendar, and the important differences between the Charter proposal and the ATGA. Members also prepared a Summary
Chart showing how the new LWVA position applied to the Charter and to the ATGA.
The Study Committee unanimously recommended that the LWVA Board support the League’s existing
position in favor of the selectman-town manager form of government. However, the Board agreed only
to publish the Summary Chart in the Amherst Bulletin.
This second Home Rule Charter proposal was also defeated by Amherst voters.
2008
In 2007, the Local Town Government Study Committee was charged with re-examining, “in the light of
the 2003 League study of the principles and practices that make for effective local government, the
League positions on town Government of 1950, 1970, 1972, 1990. The scope of the study may include
but is not limited to the review of the executive branch and the role of town committees.” The result was
several additions to the Executive Branch part of the LWVA position on the Structure of Town Government: a new section supporting “timely assignment of members of the Select Board to serve as liaisons
to town committees and boards”, four new bullets under support for “clear procedural guidelines” for
boards, and three bullets amplifying earlier support for a program of orientation of new boards.
Summary
The evolution of Amherst Town Government since the 1940s has periodically focused the League’s attention on local government. LWVA’s position on the Structure of Town Government evolved from a
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one-sentence position statement formulated in 1950 - a sentence that remains, without further elaboration, in
our present position - to today’s extensive catalog of recommendations for improving the effectiveness, efficiency and transparency of the existing executive and legislative branches of Amherst town government,
many of which have in fact been carried out. A large part of this catalog was formulated in 1970-72, while
additions were made in 1990 and 2008. However, none of those studies appear to have seriously contemplated the revision or elaboration of the original single sentence, “The League supports selectmen-manager
form of government”.
The actual design of town government was considered more explicitly in the course of evaluating the work
and proposals of the two previous Charter Commissions (1996 and 2003). The second of these Commissions also inspired LWVA’s second position on local government, a statement of principles by which the
League could formally evaluate that and future proposals. This statement of principles has been read into the
record of the current Charter Commission, thanks to one of the Commissioners.
The League’s reactions to the first two Charter Commissions were controversial, both inside and outside the
League in 1996, and especially within the League in 2003. So we find ourselves on familiar - perhaps too
familiar - ground in the spring of 2017 as the third Amherst Charter Commission is preparing its final recommendations. The May 9 meeting is designed as an opportunity to decide how the League can best serve the
Amherst community in the upcoming year. The meeting is being organized by moderator Suzanne Patnaude, together with Jenn Chylock and Kathy Campbell. (As it happens, none of us vote in Amherst, and all
of us joined LWVA only within the past five years.) Please contact one of us if you have thoughts about the
conduct of this meeting.

And above all, PLEASE JOIN US on May 9!

Highlights of the LWVA Board Decisions January through April:
Supporting new chapters: The board voted to donate $500 to the new Greenfield member-atlarge chapter to help them build their organization. Jackie Wolf presented them a check at a
Health Care For All program she did for the newly formed group. The new Greenfield chapter was surprised and thankful for the contribution.
LIPPI co-sponsorship: The board voted to spend $100 to co-sponsor an advertisement in the
program for the annual dinner of the Leadership Institute for Political and Public Impact
(LIPPI) with the LWVMA and the Northampton League.
Warrant review: the board voted to support the recommendations of the warrant review
group.
Moderators for the precinct meetings: The board voted to recommend five League moderators help to facilitate the March 18th precinct meetings set up by TMCC. The moderators
were: Jenn Chylack, Kathy Campbell, Marcie Sclove, Judith Seelig and Elizabeth Davis.
Thank you to these moderators.
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LWVA Profiles: Alice Swift
Alice Swift grew up in Swarthmore, PA, a white, Protestant
suburb of Philadelphia, a few blocks downhill from Swarthmore College and the Swarthmore Friends Meetinghouse.
Alice’s father was an engineer and eventually an executive;
her mother was a stay at home mother, though when her children were older, she became a peace activist. Alice was the
second child in a family of five children, raised to help care
for her younger siblings. Caring for others has remained one
of her basic characteristics. From childhood Alice attended
the Friends Meeting near her home, and as a young adult went to Swarthmore College,
where she majored in chemistry. Alice met Art Swift, her future husband, while both
were at Swarthmore: they married a week after Alice graduated. Alice got her MS in
organic chemistry at Bryn Mawr College, then worked for two years while Art worked
on his PhD in theoretical physics at the University of Pennsylvania.
Alice wanted to be at home with her children while they were young, as her
mother had been; she had no desire for a career. The couple’s first son was born in
England when Art had a post-doctoral fellowship at Cambridge University-- so Alice
had an early experience with single payer health care! In 1967 the young family
moved to Amherst when Art joined the physics faculty at UMass. Alice enjoyed living
in Amherst, in a neighborhood with plenty of playmates for the three sons she had by
1970.
Alice became active in the Mount Toby Friends Meeting; throughout her life in
Amherst, Alice has been contributing, in a variety of ways, to the Meeting’s life. She
has taught First Day school, served on a number of different committees, been treasurer (a job she really liked) and been clerk. She’s currently a member of its Climate
Witness Committee, which is installing heat pumps and a solar array at the Meetinghouse in Leverett.
Alice’s contacts with and interest in foreign cultures, which began with her year
in England, continued to grow. In 1974, the family was back in Cambridge, England.
There Alice met a Japanese woman who asked for help with her English. Having discovered that she enjoyed such tutoring, back in Amherst, Alice volunteered as an English as a Second Language tutor in a program for wives of international students. Alice
was asked to run the program after a few years, and ran it for about 20 years. She also
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Alice, continued

helped to establish the ESL program at the Jones Library.
In 1983, the family became foster parents for a Cambodian teenager who had
experienced the horrors of the Pol Pot regime. Hong Cheng became their fourth son.
Peter, her second son, who was the same age as Hong, went to Cambodia after college
and set up an organization to help people improve their lives. Alice visited Cambodia
(and went on to Viet Nam) in 1993, and again to Cambodia (and Laos) with Art in
1996 to see Peter’s projects. Three of her four sons married women from other countries, and one currently lives in France: Alice’s family is an international one.
Alice’s family has been an important focus of her life. It was a severe blow
when Art was diagnosed with dementia in 2003. Alice cared for him at home as long
as she could, with help from her sons.
Alice identifies herself as an activist. Her activism began in the late 1970s, when
her interest in her sons’ schools brought her to run for - and be elected to - Town Meeting. She has been a member of Town Meeting ever since, and was just reelected, the
top vote-getter in her precinct. In 1981 she was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Amherst School Committee; this was followed by two terms on the Committee, with several years as chair. Interest in the schools brought her to the Amherst League.
In the late 1980s, the League was studying the school Regional Agreement.
Given her interest in the schools, Alice went to a consensus meeting, although she
wasn’t a member. She was quite disappointed when the president, Diana Romer, would
not let her vote! Not long after that, Alice joined the League. Alice commented that
one thing she appreciated about the League was the nice people she got to know. In
1989, she was asked to be first Vice President. Following that, Alice was Membership
chair. Voter Service has always been to Alice the most important work of the League.
Although she has helped with voter registration for years, she has never been chair of
Voter Service, because to do so, one must be non-partisan, and that would have been
impossible for Alice.
In the 1990s, Alice began also to give time to other organizations supporting
progressive causes. In 2000, she was arrested (as was planned) because of participating
in a demonstration for Clean Elections in the Capitol in Washington. Alice comments
that “I felt liberated by being arrested…. I was really demonstrating my sincere beliefs.” There Alice met both Granny D and Bill McKibben, two among the many well-
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Alice, continued

known activists she has come to know. From the mid-1990s, Alice had been working with
groups educating and advocating for single payer health care, including the LWVA Health
Care Committee. Since 2012, climate change has become another main concern.
Involvement with individual campaigns may have begun with Elizabeth Warren in
2011 and gone on to include Ed Markey, Don Berwick and Bernie Sanders, but long before,
Alice became her friend Ellen Story’s treasurer when she ran for State Representative, and a
member of her kitchen cabinet.
In the early 90s, Alice began two decades of work with what is now Amherst Media.
She and Mary Jane Laus and a few other League members were trained to use cameras to
tape LWV programs. Eventually, she and the others were taping programs on their own, editing them, and finally producing shows, mainly interviews. Mary Jane and Alice took turns as
Media Director (representing the Amherst League to ACTV, as Amherst Media was then
called.) Alice served on the Board of ACTV and for two years was its president.
In 1998 Alice and Mary Jane were asked to produce a weekly show “Through the
League Lens.” Alice’s list of the “Through the League Lens” programs, all 159 of them, runs
from April 1, 1998—when Caroline Olson interviewed Rep. Ellen Story—to March 15,
2013, when Rep. Ellen Story was again the subject. To Alice, editing was the most interesting
part of TV work. Election Night Coverage, in which Alice played a role for many years, developed from the LWVA members work with ACTV.
Nowadays, though involved in partisan politics and committed to climate change, Alice continues to participate in a variety of League activities. She is still involved with voter
service and the book sale, and still very active in the Health Care Committee’s work for single payer health care.
Throughout her life, one repeating theme is that Alice enjoys learning something new.
Her experience at ACTV was a prime example of that: Alice learned new skills that led to
more new experiences. Alice feels that way about her service with the League in general. “In
thinking back to my first experiences with the League as 1st VP, I realize that I've learned a
lot and built up skills from all that I've done in the League. I remember that membership information used to say that joining the League was an opportunity to learn new skills. I didn't
think of it that way when I was joining the League; I may not have had interest in learning
the kinds of new skills it referred to. It certainly has been important to me over the years.”
Alice’s activism has benefited from the lessons she learned in the League, and the League
has benefited from her activism.
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"Learn About Threats to the Safety Net: A Community Conversation":
an evening program associated with the Amherst Survival Center's "FEED DEMOCRACY
INITIATIVE", co-sponsored by LWVA on April 5th.
Rebecca Fricke served as Moderator of a panel that included Michael Knapik, Director
of Governor Baker's Western MA Regional Office, Keith Barnicle, Regional Manager for
Congressman James McGovern, and Michelle Geoffroy, Advocacy and Agency Training Coordinator of the Food Back of Western Massachusetts. Each panelist discussed a number of
priorities and concerns associated with current uncertainties about future support for food assistance and other safety net programs in response to several questions posed by Rebecca:
(1) What are the major threats to the safety net, (2) How can one monitor and address safety
net effects, and (3) What is the role of the public in these efforts?
Michelle Geoffroy described federal and state programs that warrent immediate advocacy, including: SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), The Emergency
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), The Emergency Food Assistance Program, The Federal Farm Bill to protect against the separation of the farm and nutrition titles into separate
bills, and the Massachusetts Emergency Food Assistance Program (MEFAP). [Detailed
information on these programs is available at www.foodbankwma.org.] All are at major risk
of budget reductions in the near future.
Michael Knapik described the MA health care priorities of accessibility and affordability as a model for the nation, and the ongoing coordination between the Baker administration and MA congressional offices in order to advance and protect these priorities. Keith
Barnicle commented extensively on Congressman McGovern's senior position on the US
House Rules Committee, enabling him to monitor any changes in the Farm Bill and block
grant programs as well as the Affordable Health Care Act and proposed major cuts to federal
agencies that will affect food support and health care.

PANELISTS: Keith Barnicle, Regional Manager for Congressman Jim McGovern, Michael Knapik, Director, Governor Charlie Baker's
Western MA Office, Michelle Geoffroy, Advocacy Office, Food Bank of Western MA, Rebecca Fricke, President of the LWVA
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Continued from previous page

Panelists emphasized that citizens must advocate at the grass roots level in working
with state and congressional representatives and also stimulate active civic engagement.
Constituent contacts are very important and can be highly effective, but must be done politely and in a well-informed manner. Particularly important is to thank elected representative for their efforts. Letters to the Editor are also important in stimulating community interest and involvement in advocacy efforts.
Questions from the audience addressed such issues as the risk of cuts to "Meals on
Wheels", the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC),
and school lunch subsidies which rely on funding from the Department of Agriculture targeted for major budget cuts (21.9%); what is the preferred mode of communication with
elected representatives; and how effective is making direct contact with federal agencies
and congressional committees to express concerns about pending or proposed legislation
[www.congress.gov lists and tracks all congressional bills; for state bills, see https://
malegislature.gov]. The program concluded with audience members being given the opportunity to address postcards and letters to state and congressional representatives, as
well as Governor Baker and President Trump to express their specific concerns about
proposed cuts to safety net programs. Everyone was urged to continue to actively advocate for these important programs and to keep informed about their status.
Submitted by Kay Fite

Single Payer is gaining attention – let’s keep it moving
In face of the challenge to affordable health insurance, there is rising
interest in single payer health care for Massachusetts. The League of Women Voters of Amherst Health Care Committee has been working on this issue for over a dozen years. We are
“ready, willing and able” to respond to calls for information and programs. Here is an example of the work we have been doing.
Back in November, Jackie Wolf gave a program on single payer to a new organization called the Franklin County Continuing the Political Revolution (FCCPR); over 70 people from 20 towns attended. FCCPR has formed its own single payer task force to raise the
level of understanding and advocacy for single payer in Franklin County.
At the end of February, Diana Stein and Jackie went down to Springfield for a Sunday evening “living room” presentation to a group of local activists. The discussion was
lively, and we made good contacts to continue this work.
continued on following page

11

In early March, Jackie had the opportunity to be on two panels – one in Northampton
(with Cheryl Zoll, President of Tapestry and Gerald Friedman, PhD, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Economics) and the other in Amherst (with Mindy Domb, Director of the Amherst Survival Center and Lucy Hartry from Tapestry). The audiences at both
events took real interest in single payer and asked good questions. Thanks, also, to the
League members who wrote postcards to our Legislators encouraging them to work for single payer.
When the Commonwealth Conversation with fourteen Senators from all over the state
came to the University of Massachusetts Amherst on March 28th, members of the LWVA
Health Care Committee set up a table at the entrance to the Student Union ballroom. Alice
Swift, Rosemary Kofler (along with Richard), Barbara Pearson, and Jackie distributed literature and signed up people who want to know more about single payer events in the state. Alice and Jackie also read statements highlighting the need for single payer.
Members of the LWVA Health Care Committee will be working with several newly
formed organizations in western Massachusetts who are interested in building a movement
for change – including single payer for Massachusetts.
If you are a member of an organization (such as a civic group or a faith group) that
would like a program on single payer, please call or email Jackie (413/549-2958; lwvahealthcare@yahoo.com.)

The LWVA CivicsFest
On the evening of March 24, the LWV of Amherst CivicsFest was
held at the Amherst Regional Middle School auditorium. The theme was Political and
Governmental Institutions. The first part of the evening featured debating teams from ARHS
who debated questions such as ‘Should the Supreme Court have 18 year terms?” and
“Should there be unlimited contributions to political campaigns?”. Then there was a short
entertainment portion directed by Emma Ayers, featuring members of the audience. After the
entertainment, there were over a dozen adult teams who played in the Trivia Contest. The
winners were determined by the Amherst “Supreme Court “composed of members of the
Amherst community with former Rep. Ellen Story serving as the Chief Justice.
The audience was large, energetic and involved throughout the evening! Master of
Ceremonies Rep. Solomon Goldstein-Rose led the evening’s activities and helped make this
special event a roaring success!
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2017 CivicsFest at Amherst Regional Middle School
Master of Ceremonies and Judges

Master of Ceremonies Representative Solomon Goldstein-Rose, Trevor Baptiste, Andrea Battle, Alisa Brewer,
Tom Fricke, Eric Nakajima, Tim Nelson, Mohan Setty-Charity, Mira Setty-Charity, Chief Justice Ellen Story

Master of Ceremonies Rep. Solomon Goldstein-Rose welcoming members of the audience.

Members of the ARHS debating
teams giving it their all!
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Come to the Members-Only Discussion on LWVA
Local Government Position
Tuesday, May 9 from 7-9 PM at the
Bangs Center (downstairs Pole Room ).

Please read background information on pages 3-6 in this newsletter.
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