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CALENDAR

On Board:
President: Rebecca Fricke
Recorder: Sudha Setty
Treasurer: Janice Ratner
Communication: Susan Millinger
Voters Service: Cynthia Brubaker
At Large: Elizabeth Davis
At Large: Nancy DiMattio
At large: Trish Farrington
At Large: Deanna Pearlstein
At Large: Adrienne Terrizzi

Off Board:
Kathy Campbell

Saturday, February 10 - LWVA Birthday Lunch, Ginger Garden,
12:30 PM (pg. 3)
Tuesday, February 13 - “Coming Together to Protect Critical
Services,” Amherst Survival Center, 6:30-8:00 PM (pg. 3)
Wednesday, February 14 - Program Planning Meeting, Jones
Library, Amherst Room, 12:00-1:00 PM (pg. 4)
Monday, February 19 - LWVA Book Group, “Strangers in their Own
Land”, at 23 McIntosh Drive, 2:30 PM
Thursday, March 1 - LWVA forum on proposed charter, Amherst
Regional Middle School, 7:00 PM
Thursday, March 15 - Candidates Night Forum, Amherst Regional
Middle School, 7:00 PM
Friday, April 6 - CivicsFest, Amherst Regional High School,
7:00 PM
Saturday, April 14 - Bridging Political Divides: a LWVA
facilitated Community Conversation, location TBD (pg. 5)

Dick Kofler
Barbara Ford
Phyllis Lehrer
Martha Hanner
Etta Walsh
Joan Temkin

January 20
Women’s March in
Northampton:
Trish Farrington
Rebecca Fricke
Barbara Ford
Jackie Wolf
Joan Rabin
Diana Stein

President’s Message
This past Saturday members of the LWVA marched in the Northampton Women’s
March. Some of our members registered voters before, during and after the event. I want to thank everyone who was involved and those who were at home thinking about those of us marching, and I especially
want to thank Barbara Pearson for helping to organize the event with the other community leaders. After
I got home from the event I thought about the difference in tone between last year and this year. Maybe
it’s just me, but I think there was a change. Last year people were fired up and excited. Last year I heard
people say over and over, “We will make a difference and create change.” This year, I felt peoples’ pain,
their disbelief and their dogged determination to put one foot in front of the other. One of the signs I saw
said, “I can’t believe we are still fighting for this crap.” Well, believe it or not, it is true. We have to
keep working for justice. It isn’t going to be easy and it surely isn’t going to be quick work.
Speaking of work…. as many of you know, we had a busy fall which included our popular Legislative
Reception and several speaker events. We also co-sponsored an event on affordable housing in Amherst
and several other important forums led by community groups. Because of our large membership, our
regular e-bulletin, and our strong positions on a wide range of topics, requests for us to help co-sponsor
important events are on the rise.
I’m not sure what we should call this spring – “busy” doesn’t encapsulate the amount of work and time
that will be required of our volunteers over the next few months! Take a look at our impressive calendar.
None of those events are going to happen on their own. So, I ask you, what will you do to help make our
plans and responsibilities happen? Are you interested in Voter Service? Are you the type of person who
likes to organize fun events? Are you a stickler for details? Good at editing? Call Cynthia Brubaker
(253-6679), our Voter Service chair. She needs our help to put out the Election Guide and They Represent You and to coordinate Candidates Night. The LWVA will sponsor the CivicsFest with emcee Rep.
Goldstein-Rose, and we could use some help the night of the event.
And then, what you have been waiting for – the 2018 Annual Book Sale! Yes folks, it is time to start
planning! Please contact me if you would like to help make the event happen. We are looking for some
experienced people to help with coordinating the sale. This year we are hoping to hire some helpers on a
regular basis to do the heavy lifting This will help reduce the burden on the coordinating team and our
stalwart volunteers. Please let me know if you would like to help out during the Book Sale.
Thank you all,

Rebecca Fricke
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Come to the LWVA Birthday Luncheon
Guest Speaker is Margot Parrot, Chair of the
Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women
February 10, 2018
12:30 PM
Contact Deanna Pearlstein (ripearl@comcast,net) for more information.
Margot Parrot is a retired attorney and is currently an Adjunct Professor
of Law at Western New England University School of Law, teaching in
the LLM Program in Estate Planning and Elder Law. She was appointed to the Commission in November, 2012 by the Caucus of Women Legislators, and she
currently serves as Chair of the Commission. She previously served as Vice-chair of the
Commission, Co-chair of the Legislative and Public Policy Committee and Secretary of the
Commission.
Before moving to the North Quabbin region, she served on the Amherst (MA) Finance Committee, the Amherst Representative Town Meeting, the West Tisbury (MA) Personnel Board,
and on the boards of numerous community organizations, including the Amherst Area
NAACP, Amherst Community Television, the Martha’s Vineyard Mediation Program and the
MV Democrats. She has also served on several Democratic Town Committees and is presently on the Board of Directors of the North Quabbin Community Co-op.
She received her B.A. from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and her J.D. (magna
cum laude) and L.L.M. degrees from Western New England College School of Law. She now
lives on a small farm in Athol.

COMING TOGETHER TO PROTECT CRITICAL SERVICES:
Connecting People to Food, Health Care, Community
Tuesday, February 13, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Amherst Survival Center, 138 Sunderland Road
Guest Speakers:
Keith Barnical, staff, Congressman Jim McGovern
Michelle Geoffroy, Advocacy, Food Bank of Western MA
Michael Knapik, Governor Charles Baker’s western MA office
Moderator: The Honorable Ellen Story, former State Representative

3

Program Planning Meeting
February 14th, 12 Noon, Jones Library
Please bring this bulletin with you to use as a reference.
The program planning process is one of the ways through which the League
focuses its grassroots work to align each part of the organization with the
others and with the League's mission. Program planning will culminate with adoption of a program
of education and action at LWVUS Convention 2018 in Chicago. The input of League boards will
help shape the proposed program of study and action that will be submitted to convention delegates
for debate and adoption.
Following our national review, we will discuss:
Topics our local league should work on in the coming year
Ways we can encourage our membership at large to become more involved
Possible changes to our organizational structure that might better balance our needs with
our volunteer capabilities.

LWVUS Current
Positions

United Nations
Trade

Education, Employment and
Housing
Federal Role in Public Education

Citizen’s Right to Vote

U.S. Relations with Developing
Countries

DC Self-Government and Full Voting Representation

Arms Control

Federal Deficit

Military Policy and Defense
Spending

Funding of Entitlements

Apportionment
Redistricting

Natural Resources

Immigration

Money in Politics

Resource Management

Meeting Basic Human Needs

Selection of the President

Environmental Protection and
Pollution Control

Income Assistance

Citizen’s Right to Know/Citizen
Participation

Air Quality

Tax Policy

Health Care

Support Services
Housing Supply

Individual Liberties

Energy

Constitutional Amendment Proposals

Land Use
Water Resources

Constitutional Conventions

Early Intervention for Children at
Risk

Waste Management

Public Policy on Reproductive
Choices

Violence Prevention

Nuclear Issues

Gun Control

Public Participation

Urban Policy

Agriculture Policy

Death Penalty

Federal Agriculture Policies

Sentencing Policy

Equal Rights

Human Trafficking

Congress
The Presidency
Privatization

Child Care
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BRIDGING POLITICAL DIVIDES: A LWVA FACILITATED COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
Looking for Republicans, Democrats and other Party members to Participate in this Day-long
Workshop
Day-long Dialogue
16-25 participants
10 AM - 5 PM
April 14th, 2018
The goals:
1)
2)
3)
4)

To deepen understanding of those with political convictions different than your own
To increase capacity for respectful listening
To decrease dehumanization and stereotypes that have arisen especially in this election cycle
To establish the environment for working together on shared goals

We are looking for people from all sides of the aisle, - Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians,
Green Party - who would like to spend a day together learning how to dialogue with those with
whom you disagree. The goal in mind is to deepen the capacity for listening and understanding
each other, and to be able to work together on issues. Paula Green is an expert dialogue facilitator
who will be guiding us through the day of activities and dialogues.
Please contact Rebecca Fricke if you are interested in participating: rebfricke@gmail.com or
413-687-8722.

From the LWVUS website:
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LWV OF MASSACHUSETTS
ADVOCACY
LWVMA members listen to legislative
specialist Pat Costello at Day on the Hill

League of Women Voters advocacy is based on stated positions on issues; those positions, at
the national, state and local levels, are developed through member study and consensus. The
positions of the Massachusetts League are found in Where We Stand, and fall into the broad
categories of Government, including voting and elections; Natural Resources; and Social Policy, including meeting basic human needs and education.
League advocacy actions include, but are not limited to, providing information to League
members and to the public, building public opinion, and supporting or opposing legislation.
Methods to do this can include lobbying, testifying at public hearings, using public forums and
the media, panel discussions, League publications, and communication with public officials.
The Action Priorities adopted by LWVMA at its conventions prioritize our advocacy activity
but do not limit it only to those areas.
LWVMA’s Legislative Action Committee (LAC) is our lobbying arm and is composed of
specialists in specific areas. The specialists review bills and recommend to the LWVMA board
which bills to support or oppose. The specialists also testify before legislative committees, urge
member support of legislation, and work with other organizations in coalitions to pass certain
bills. The LAC holds an annual Day on the Hill lobby day to provide an opportunity for all
League members to speak with their legislators.
LWVMA also advocates for its priorities by participating in rallies, educating citizens through
forums on issues, writing letters to the editor, and many other activities to raise public awareness of issues we consider critical to the strength of our democracy and the well-being of our
Commonwealth.
Current Action Priorities
Improving Elections
Campaign Finance Reform
Civic Education and Civil Discourse
Climate Change and the Environment
Equality and Justice
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Profiles of League Members Susan Millinger and Diana Stein
Susan Millinger moved to western Massachusetts in 2008, after 33 years in southwestern Virginia, seven years in northern California, four years in northwestern Ontario,
and an initial twenty-one years in New England (Maine, Connecticut, and Massachusetts.)
She is happy to be back in New England, and thoroughly enjoys living in Shutesbury,
where she is getting more active in town life, having joined two committees in 2017: the
COA and the new Record Storage Advisory Committee. Record Storage is very important
to her, since she is currently transcribing the records of Town Meeting (she has gotten to
1828), and looks forward to consulting more early documents. An historian by training, she
is researching the early history of the town. She’s actually a specialist in the European Middle Ages, so the history of Massachusetts before the Civil War is a stretch for her. However,
colonial society continues English society and values, and as someone whose main field
was Medieval England and who taught English history from the Romans through the Tudors, she does have some relevant background.
Susan spent four years teaching at Lakehead University in Ontario, and 32 years
teaching at Roanoke College in Salem, Virginia, a small liberal arts college affiliated with
the Lutheran Church in America. One of the pleasures for her in teaching in a small college
was that she could be a generalist. She put in a spell as a part time administrator (of a new
general education program) but was always most focused on teaching. She developed a
range of courses, including History of Women and both Early and Modern East Asia, as
well as two popular short-term courses, one on Britain at the Time of Boudicca’s Rebellion
[against the Romans] and the other on England in 1066, at the time of the Norman Conquest. Students spent one-half the interterm learning about the events, institutions and values of the period, and the other half developing their (real or typical) characters and reenacting (real or typical) events. [Note: no actual violence was permitted in battles: the
swords were cardboard!]
As a teacher, one of her main goals was to enable students to understand societies
very different from our own, in the hope that a result might be greater openness to and acceptance of difference. Other goals were to encourage the skills of both critical thinking
and analytical writing. She emphasized class discussion of primary source materials, the
better to focus on institutions and values, and assigned papers (and essay tests!) which
called for analysis of primary sources. As the internet became ubiquitous, she developed
assignments in which students were to find examples of reliable and unreliable websites on
a given historical topic. They discovered some truly awful sites, and some students, at
least, learned an important lesson.
Teaching was very important to her, so it has dominated this sketch. She’s long belonged to an organization in which (mostly) women work to improve their community; the
Amherst League is the most recent of these.
7

Diana Stein: I was born and raised in Queens, New York City to lower middleclass, very liberal parents, and I attended Barnard college, commuting an hour each
way. My botany professors encouraged me to go into science - and then to become a
summer student at Brookhaven National Lab (BNL). That changed me in two ways.
First, it impressed me so deeply with the dedication of the BNL scientists that I knew
that I too had to become a serious scientist. Second, they assigned me to work with a
young post-doctoral researcher (Otto) who ultimately became my husband. Shortly after I finished college, we were married and moved to Missoula, Montana - a major
shock to a native New Yorker like me! We had three children during that time (twin
girls and their 13 ½ month older sister). After 6 years in Missoula, we moved (to my
relief) to Amherst, a town I loved immediately.
My husband became a botany professor at UMass and I, a teaching assistant.
Five years later, on the day I was to start teaching, I learned that all the faculty wives
like me would not be rehired because there was not enough money. That’s how women
were treated back then. I swore that I would get a Ph. D. and tenure - never again
would I let that happen to me. It took a bit of doing - leaving my husband with our
then 4 kids - a son had been added to our family - for two stints of 2 or 3 months in the
summers and in 1976 I did earn that degree. I have been so lucky. A professor from
Zoology walked into the lab and offered me a post-doc; four years later someone
walked into my house and said “I did not get tenure at Mount Holyoke so apply for my
job!” Luckily, I had worked on DNA in plants - a very rare field back then and a desirable one, so I did get his job.
But working on DNA was expensive, and Mount Holyoke did not give me any
money for my research, so I had to apply for grant funds. I thought that studying
chloroplast DNA in ferns would be exciting, since no one knew if this molecule was
large or small, a linear form or circular, what genes it would have, etc. Since ferns had
been the subject of my dissertation, this seemed a logical and doable project. I drafted
my first proposal in June and by October someone walked into my lab and handed me
a check! It was a small foundation, and things like this do not happen now. While that
was amazing, my research was not always easy. That first year at MHC I had to
scrounge equipment, looking for and finding an expensive centrifuge that had been
loaned to the University, unbeknownst to me. Then when I tried to use it, the centrifuge spilled oil all over the floor, and it took a long time before it got repaired. I was in
despair about being unable to do what I had proposed. Luckily, I got an invitation to
the Carnegie Institution at Stanford for the summer, where I worked with a bright,
young graduate student (a National Academy member now). We did it! We were able
to isolate and characterize fern chloroplast DNA. We showed it to be circular and quite
similar to flowering plant chloroplast DNA.
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Diana Stein, continued
People who do research know that the greatest thing is when you find out
something that no one else knows - something clicks - it’s called a “Eureka Moment”! I have been lucky in having had one of those, when I later discovered a
quirk in the fern chloroplast DNA I was studying - an inverted piece - that was
shared by a large group of different fern species - supporting the idea that they
were evolutionally related.
Teaching was something I had always wanted to do - make something difficult understandable to students. In science, research links with teaching, I did not
want students to just learn a set of facts, but to understand how we discovered
them: how a problem gets to a possible answer. When you can get students to understand how hard it was to decipher the genetic code, for example, and how it
was done, it is almost as exciting as having a “Eureka Moment” in your own research.
I loved teaching at Mount Holyoke with its wonderful students, running a
research program and ultimately the Department. But after 20 years (and tenure!),
I decided to retire and spend some quality time with my husband. We were able to
travel to Kenya, Tanzania, Israel and to Vail for skiing.
My four children grew, married, and produced nine wonderful grandchildren. Lucky again in that all were born healthy and with all their fingers and toes.
Another facet of my life was a track record of participation in Amherst town government and community organizations. I served on various biosafety committees,
for 10 years on the Board of Health, for six years on the Select Board, 18 months
on the Charter Commission and now am back in Town Meeting - all this because I
really do love this Town. My husband and I joined the League long ago, but Town
activities kept me from being very involved in the League with one exception. For
about a dozen years, some of the other members of the League Health Care Committee: Jackie Wolf, Leslie Nyman, Barbara Pearson and I have been giving talks
around the state about the benefits of a single payer health care system. Serving
with them has been an enormous pleasure, and the rising interest in single payer
thanks to Bernie Sanders gives me hope that I might live to see single payer health
care come to pass.
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VACANCIES: TOWN OF AMHERST BOARDS & COMMITTEES
by Elizabeth Davis
Continuing our series on existing vacancies (21 as of January 18) in the boards, committees
and commissions of the Town of Amherst, here were two more. For the complete list go to
this website: www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/37003. To obtain an application
form (Citizen Activity Form) look up ‘Town of Amherst Citizen Activity Form’ in your search
engine. League member Adrienne Terrizzi welcomes calls for information on the form, the
application process or the particular committee of interest. Call 253-5039 or
amterrizzi@gmail. com
Board of Health (1 vacancy)
The Board of Health is responsible for the protection and promotion of public health, the
control of disease, and the promotion of sanitary living conditions for the Town of Amherst.
The Board of Health oversees health policies for the Town of Amherst including:
◦

Creating new policy

◦

Review of existing policy

◦

Holding public hearings on existing policies

◦

Review and determination regarding variance requests for existing policies

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) (1 vacancy)
The TAC will serve as an advisory committee to the Town Manager and the Select Board on
all transportation matters. The intent of creation of the TAC [in 2016] is to enable the Town
to address all transportation matters in a comprehensive and holistic manner. The TAC will
advise the Select Board and the Town Manager on current and proposed transportation
regulations, policies, initiatives, and improvement projects. The TAC will regularly report to
the Select Board in writing, at meetings, and upon request. With the Town Manager or designated staff, the TAC will develop comprehensive, clear and consistent procedures for residents to request transportation improvements or regulatory changes. These procedures
shall establish a single point of communication between residents and the Town relating to
all transportation matters, and to establish a single process by which requests are evaluated
and prioritized.
[Above descriptions are taken from the Town website]
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From Jackie Wolf, who is moving this summer with her husband from Amherst to
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Jackie has been an active member of the LWVA for years
and for over a decade she chaired the LWVA Health Care Committee:
We asked her “Will you join the League in Michigan?”
As I turn my attention to preparing to move to Ann Arbor – where my grandchildren live - this question has made me reflect on my participation in the League.
Since 1989, when I first joined the League of Women Voters of Amherst, it has been a
pleasure to work with wonderful people – many of whom I consider close friends. I’ve
held a variety of positions in the League - not only on the local Board but the state
Board as well. And I have enjoyed working with League members all over the nation
fighting for single payer health care reform.
Of course, I have to give a shout out to the members of the LWVA Health Care
Committee (HCC). The HCC has been my League “home” since 2002. This dynamic
group of “can do women” made every effort to raise awareness about the need for
health care reform - and good health care, in general – all over the state. We organized
a terrific conference on women’s health in the 21st century. We answered the call of
Senator Jamie Eldridge and held a “Speak Out for Health Care Justice.” We hosted a
program by the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health. We tabled at fairs, spoke
all over the state to civic groups and – yes: we even offered a yoga class to spark interest in single payer for Massachusetts. We worked hard and had fun.
But there is one issue that I am particularly concerned about – racism - and the
League has not done enough to combat this problem. Whether it is on the local, state
or national level, the League sidesteps confronting racism by focusing on good government, transparency and equal opportunity. Those are all important principles of a
good society – but you have to stand up and speak out when confronted with racism.

Barbara Pearson, LWV coordinator
for the LWV participation in the
Women’s March at City Hall,
Northampton Saturday, January 20

Adele Gladstone-Gilbert and
Cynthia Brubaker registering
voters in Northampton at the
Activist Fair, after the Women’s
March Saturday, January 20
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.Come to the LWVA Birthday Luncheon - Our Guest Speaker is
Margot Parrot, Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women
February 10, 2018
12:30 PM, Ginger Garden
Contact Deanna Pearlstein for more information: ripearl@comcast.net
LWVUS MISSION STATEMENT
“The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.”
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