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It’s Past Renewal Time, But Not Too Late!
The deadline for Membership Renewal has passed and a significant
number of you have not yet renewed your membership. If you are
among that group, your name is about to be dropped from the membership database, and this will be the last League Bulletin that you will
receive. However, if you send in your dues along with the membership form within the next 10 days, your name will be restored on the
list. A copy of the membership form can be found on the LWVA website at: http://www.lwvamherst.org/sites/default/files/2016 Membership Form.pdf. If you do not have access to the web call Dick Kofler
(256-3517) and a form will be sent to you in the mail.
Given the upcoming local, state, and national elections and the
ongoing local League studies, the year ahead is shaping up to be a
busy one for the Amherst League. In addition to candidates’ nights,
there will be opportunities to become informed about a number of
issues and to participate in developing consensus positions at presentations by several of the Amherst League study groups. If you choose
to participate in any of the many League activities, you can specify
your interest on the reverse side of the membership form. We cherish
your membership no matter what level of participation you choose.
- Dick Kofler

From the Leadership Team
The scoop about the Charter Commission
Next spring, Amherst voters will decide if they will convene a Charter Commission to evaluate
our current government structure. Concurrently, they will also vote to elect such Charter Commissioners. (If the Charter Commission does not pass, then Commissioners will not be needed, even if elected.)

I’d like to focus on the Commissioners for a moment. This is an opportunity for League members who have a breadth of experience in the workings of town government to contribute
what we do best: we bring a passion for democratic values, as well as a distinctive experience
designing and supporting democratic processes. It is these qualities that move me to ask you
to consider running as Commissioners. We need thoughtful and experienced members -- including those both pro and con on town meeting -- to help bring the necessary wisdom and
experience to the Charter Commission.
Papers are available now from the Town Clerk’s office to run for a Charter Commissioner slot.
There will be 9 Commissioners all together. If you wish to run for this town-wide office, you
will need 50 signatures and to return your papers to the Town Clerk’s Office by 5pm on February 9, 2016.
Ten years ago, this issue was also before the town’s voters. I am told that it became divisive in
the League, as members were on both sides of whether or not to adopt the proposed new
Charter. This time I am hopeful that on the League’s Board we can plan ways that the League
can be involved in its true nonpartisan tradition, to help educate and inform our citizens about
all the issues related to the Charter process. The board will be discussing how to proceed in
planning for events in the year ahead.
But for now, helping to shape the Charter Commission is a first way that League members can
use our strengths to improve the process.
Are you game? Please feel free to call me for more information.
Marcie Sclove
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Interview with Rosemary and Dick Kofler
Rosemary and Dick Kofler have been members of
the Amherst League for many years, but could become active only after retiring and living in Amherst all year long.
Today, Rosemary focuses on the Health Care Committee
and Dick splits his attention between co-leading Membership and leading the Energy Study Group.
Some background: Dick and Rosemary both grew
up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. They met in high school, in
study hall. Dick (who having flunked kindergarten was finishing his last semester in order to graduate ) sat behind Rosemary, then an incoming sophomore. He was
struck, he said, by her smile. Though each was interested in the other, their courtship didn’t begin for six
months. After graduating from high school, Rosemary, who had always wanted to be a nurse, headed for a
three-year nursing program in Milwaukee. In 1959, five years after their courtship began, they were married.
Rosemary practiced nursing while Dick was in graduate school. In 1965 they moved to Amherst, where Dick
began his long career teaching physics at U Mass.
In his sabbatical year of 1979, they lived in California, where Dick was doing research at Stanford on
its Linear Accelerator. That research initiated twenty-three years of bicoastal life. U Mass allowed Dick to
teach a double course load in the fall semester so that he could spend the spring term in research in California. Dick’s research field is elementary particle physics: he studies the sub-nuclear components of matter.
Rosemary, who ultimately would develop a specialty in pediatric oncology, took some time off to raise
their three children, but was still involved in nursing. At first she taught Lamaze courses at home; later she
went to work for pediatrician Tom Plaut. (Dr. Plaut and his late wife Johanna, members of the League, would
in time encourage Rosemary to join the Health Care Committee.) When Rosemary retired from nursing after
ten years in pediatric oncology, she became the concierge of a bed and breakfast in San Francisco, which she
also enjoyed greatly.
The couple, who loves to travel, still visit San Francisco regularly, even though Dick retired in 2003 and
he and Rosemary settled permanently in Amherst. They also have returned a number of times to Geneva,
where in a sabbatical in 1973, Dick did research at CERN, and Rosemary, caring for three young children, enjoyed Geneva and environs. Subsequent travel has included much of Europe (including Russia), Turkey, Japan,
China, New Zealand and Australia. In this country, they visit family in Milwaukee and their children, now in
California, Colorado, and South Deerfield.
When they returned to live fulltime in Amherst, Rosemary was feeling the need to be more connected
to the community after 23 years of dividing her life between coasts. She began to volunteer at the Amherst
Senior Center, where she continues to staff the desk, enjoying working with the staff and being able to help
seniors. Rosemary was on the Council on Aging for six years; now Dick is serving on it. Both are Board members of the Friends of the Senior Center; Rosemary as President, Dick as Vice President. The pair commented
that they have often gotten involved in organizations together; as they share many common interests, including music and ballet, hiking and skiing, and a love of travel.
Both chose to support the League because of its valuable work. The Health Care Committee has been
a natural choice for Rosemary, given her nursing background. She feels passionate about its focus: singlepayer health care.

Continued on page 4...
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Kofler interview continued from page 3…

Over the years she has developed expertise in teaching, whether through her Lamaze courses or her work in
pediatric oncology, teaching patients and their parents the caring measures they could take at home to prevent returns to the hospital. Thus the work of the Health Care Committee, in large part educational, also uses Rosemary’s strengths.
Dick was encouraged to join the study group on business development in Amherst. After the study
group ended its work, one of his fellow group members, Kathy Vorwerk, asked him to join her as co-chair of
Membership. He has served as its co-chair or chair for about ten years now.
About five or six years ago, Dick became part of the Energy Study Group. Its initial focus was proposals
for energy from biomass plants; the group’s study led the Amherst League to reach consensus on a strictly
qualified support for biomass (see the League’s program book for details.) The group subsequently studied
the pros and cons of different renewable sources of energy, presenting their findings to the League. It currently is focused on the proposal to build a new natural gas pipeline through our area. Dick thinks that the
group will be bringing a position statement to the League membership; he foresees that consensus on the
issue can be reached.
Both Rosemary and Dick Kofler have provided their expertise (Rosemary’s in medicine; Dick’s in science) and skills (both in communication and teaching) to the work of the Amherst League. We are fortunate
that these world travelers now have a home base in Amherst.

New Citizens Get Voter Registrations from the LWVA

On December 2nd, at the UMass Center in Springfield, MA, 147 new Americans took their oaths to become
citizens. As always, it was a moving and inspiring event. Three students from the Jones Library ESL program
were part of the ceremony. Marcie Sclove took the opportunity to distribute Voter Registration forms to
about 35 new citizens. An announcement was also made to the group about the new ability to register to
vote on-line. These inspiring new citizens came from 49 countries, and much was said about the Melting
Pot, and the “soup” of the USA which is now further enhanced by these new citizens.
- Marcie Sclove
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League or Women Voters of Amherst Mentoring Program
What is a mentor? It is an adviser, a guide, a consultant or a counselor. It
a person who “teaches you the ropes.” In the case of our League, we want it to
someone who helps a new member find his or her niche in our League.

is
be

Would you like to be a new member's mentor?
We need volunteers to match with our new members. The following would be the sorts of
things you would do to help a new member feel a part of our organization. First, you would be assigned a new member whom you would call and welcome as new member of the LWVA and see if
they need a ride to meetings, suggest events they could attend, ask them what they would like to do
as League member and explain how we operate as an organization. You might suggest getting together for a cup of tea somewhere, giving them a ride to a meeting or two, sit by them at the
meeting and introduce them to others in the League. This mentoring might last for a few meetings
or it could continue as long as you would like it to. There are no “rules.” It is mainly to become a
“buddy” and a welcoming person to a brand new member. Of course, there are people who join
who might not be interested in having a mentor because they already know people in the League or
they don’t feel uncomfortable in a roomful of strangers. But, if we think back to our own experiences, it helps to get a friendly welcome, to sit by someone you know, to be included and to be drawn
into conversations.
So, consider offering your service as a mentor. It might be sufficient to just make a few phone
calls to touch base or it could be a longer-lasting relationship. That is up to you. Please call or email
Cynthia Brubaker, Co-Chair of Membership and offer your help. We want to be a “Welcoming
League” and make our new members feel appreciated and “at home.” Cynthia would love to hear
from you (253-6679 or JerBru@aol.com).
- Cynthia Brubaker

Welcome to the LWVA!
Ruth Hazzard: rhazzard@umass.edu
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LWVA Program Planning Wants YOU!
Our annual program planning meeting will be Wednesday, January 27, at 12:30 p.m. in the Woodbury
Room of the Jones Library. A light lunch will be served.
“Program” is defined in the LWVUS bylaws as “action to implement the Principles [defined as ‘concepts
of government supported by the League’] and those governmental issues chosen by the convention for
concerted study or concurrence and action”. In other words, “program” is pretty much everything the
League does, apart from maintenance activities like member recruitment and fundraising.
This is your opportunity to tell us what you want to work on. Are there new local issues that need attention in the form of action or study? Are there citizen education projects that you want to undertake?
Shall we continue with our Brown Bag Lunch series? We have some ongoing programs: an active health
care advocacy committee, a new group studying aging in the Amherst area, and a group working on energy and environmental issues. Shall we continue these? Combined with our annual voter service activities (election guides, candidate forums and more), does this provide an ample range of opportunities for
member participation?
2016 is a national Convention year, so we will also review the program proposed by LWVUS. This year
the national League has laid out a “proposed program focus” for the 2016-2018 biennium, which pretty
much continues its work on voter rights and money in politics. We can support this focus, propose
something different, make a comment, or ignore it altogether.
The Amherst League has no program without your active support. So please join us on January 27.
- Kathy Campbell

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast

Please join League members in celebrating at the annual Martin Luther King Breakfast on Saturday, January 16, 2016. This event runs from 8:30 (when breakfast is served) until 12:00, at the Amherst Middle
School. League members should purchase your own tickets this year, and we will save seats at a table to
sit together. Tickets are available at Hastings for $12/adults and $10/seniors. We will also have a LWVA
table in the hallway, so please stop by and say hello!
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Money in Politics Consensus Sought
On January 19, the Leagues of Amherst and Northampton will once again combine forces to address the second of the two national studies on “Key Structures of Democracy”. This meeting will begin
at 12:30 p.m. in the Woodbury Room of the Jones Library. The second study, on Money in Politics, covers
more familiar ground than the first one on Amending the Constitution, but it does raise some questions
to which our own “Follow the Money” group has not paid much attention.
The national study committee has concluded that “a gap exists in the LWV campaign finance position with regard to the First Amendment... The League position...does not answer the question of whether all or some political activity constitutes free speech protected under the First Amendment. Because it
does not address that question, the position does not balance the First Amendment interests of candidates, donors, independent spenders, and issue advocates against the interest in equitable competition
among candidates for office, preventing undue influence, and enhancing voter participation.” (From the
study guide, available at http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/article/study-guide-money-politicsconsensus.) Thus some of the questions seek to discover the League’s opinions about “the extent to
which the First Amendment protections of free speech and freedom of the press should apply to different
speakers or activities in the regulation of campaign finance” (ignoring the opinions of the Supreme Court
as to their constitutionality.)
Other multipart questions deal with the goals and purposes of campaign finance regulation, defining activities that are types of political corruption, and acceptable methods for regulating campaign finance to protect the democratic process. Overall, the goal is a review and update of the national position
on Campaign Finance, which we also use in Massachusetts.

January 19 is planned as a discussion-plus-consensus meeting, so we urge you to come prepared.
Look for additional information in your e-mail during January, and obtain the study guide or at least look
over the questions in advance at the site above.
- Kathy Campbell

The Next Brown Bag Lunch
continuing the series…

How a Small Town Makes Big Things Happen
guest speaker…

Julie Federman, Director of the Health Department
when and where

Thursday, January 14, 12:00-1:00, Bangs Center
“Public health works best when it’s invisible.” - Julie Federman
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Save the Date!
Money in Politics Consensus meeting, January 19@ 12:30 PM,
Jones Library, Woodbury Room.
Program planning, January 27@ 12:30 PM, Jones Library,
Woodbury Room.
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