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CALENDAR
March 1— Presidential primary election
March 9, 1:30 p.m. Board meeting, Trish’s 496 Montague
Road
March 14, 7 p.m. Charter Commission candidate forum,
Amherst Middle School.
March 21, LWVA Book Club, 197 Pondview Drive, Phyllis
Lehrer's home, The Orphan Train.
March 22, 7 p.m. Town-wide candidate forum, Town Room
March 29 — Amherst municipal elections —Live Coverage
on Amherst Media.

From the Leadership Team—
I have been approached often in town by people asking the question, “What will the League
be doing regarding the possible upcoming Charter Commission in Amherst?” Many have remarked that we are the only organization in town that can inform and educate the citizens of
Amherst about the possible (we won’t know for sure until after the election on March 29th)
forming of the Charter Commission.
Here is what we are doing:
On March 14th, 7-9 pm, we will hold a combination educational forum and candidates night
for the possible Charter Commissioners. It is an ambitious agenda, but we have a terrific new
League member to moderate the evening, Suzanne Patnaude. She has newly arrived from
New Jersey, where she moderated some difficult forums, so she brings lots of experience.
And, since she lives in Greenfield, is a great choice to continue the League’s primary principle
of non-partisanship.
In the educational portion of the evening, Michael Ward, the Director of Municipal Services of
the Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Management at UMass Boston, will inform us about
Charter Commissions and the different possible options of forms of government.
And then the 20 residents who are running for nine Charter Commissioner positions will have
the opportunity to answer some questions. We hope to get acquainted with all of them to
help us understand what they each could bring to the Charter Commission. This program will
be taped by Amherst Media and broadcast several times.
In addition, each candidate will be able to create a Public Service Announcement at Amherst
Media that will air multiple times until the election. Finally, the Election Guide will include
statements from all of these candidates.
If the Ballot question passes and we have a Charter Commission, the League will continue to
bring forums to the community to inform and educate all of us along the process. After all,
that is what we do best!
- Marcie Sclove
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Interview with Eva Cashdan
Eva’s story begins with her early years in Poland: she was born in Krakow
in 1940, and was one of the extremely lucky Jewish children to survive the
war herself-- and with her immediate family intact. She shared several dramatic and fascinating anecdotes from her experiences, more, alas, than
space permits retelling. Eva learned at 2 ½, hiding in the woods, that she
had to obey her parents. Soon after, the family got false papers identifying
them as Christians, and they moved to eastern Poland where they would
not be known. Her father’s seven brothers all survived the war (two had
gone to the USA before the war began) but his only sister did not. Eva’s
mother lost all her family except for one sister. That sister and one of her
father’s brothers were hiding (in a special hiding place constructed by
Eva’s father in their pantry) when Eva’s bravery and obedience were tested. An unknown man burst through the door of their apartment, ran through it, out a window and up to the
roof. Soon the police arrived at the door, suspecting that the fugitive was hiding in their home. Believing that
they would be more likely to get the truth from a young child, the police asked Eva: “Is anyone hiding here?”
Eve calmly replied “No.” Had she not kept her wits about her it is likely the whole family would have perished.
The adult woman looks back on those early years and sees important lessons learned then in addition to
obedience: “the one lesson I learned early in life was not to call attention to myself….it was best to hang
back, be quiet, and try to learn as best I could.” “The dangerous conditions under which I lived also made me
anxious about being away from my parents” so that as a young girl in the US she only reluctantly joined the
Brownies, and soon dropped out. As an adult she was “not a joiner.” Her subsequent work in and for the
Amherst League suggests, though, that she has moved beyond some of that reluctance, to the benefit of the
League.
At the end of the war, Eva came with her family to the USA, sailing ten days across the Atlantic in a converted troop ship. Before long, Eva was starting school in Monticello, N.Y. It was not a happy experience for Eva,
who at 6 ½ was placed in kindergarten, because she knew no English. As she said “I understood no one and
no one understood me.” Understandably, at first she found school difficult and felt “different” but soon began to do so well that she skipped second grade, and completed three years of junior high in two, as the program permitted in Queens, N.Y., where she was then living. She enrolled in Queens College where she majored in psychology and graduated first in her class. She says her choice of major came from war experiences: her father had learned how important it was to be able to understand and judge people, and shared that
life lesson with Eva. It was in a psych class that Eva met her husband, who, unhappy with the engineering
career that lay in front of a physics graduate, had come to take some psychology courses before applying to
graduate school.
The two married right after college, and headed together to the University of North Carolina: Eva to a Social
Work program, her husband into Clinical Psychology. This was the South in the early 60s. Eva mentioned being shocked at the sight of a chain gang working along the highway, and talked of respecting the picketing of
a segregated local movie theater. The two New Yorkers did not return to the theater until it was integrated.
They were in Chapel Hill from 1961-1965, except for a year in Rhode Island for Sheldon’s internship. In 1965
they moved to Bloomington, Indiana for his first job. It was there in 1966 or 67 that Eva joined the League of
Women Voters, although a Chapel Hill friend had earlier encouraged her to join. Eva had small children in
the Bloomington years, so she was not able to be very active. But in 1968 the family moved to Amherst, Eva
joined the local League, and began to combine League activity with raising her family and working part time
as a social worker. To be continued on page 4—
3

Continued from page 3 - Eva, along with Ellen Story, was among the first employees of the Family Planning
Council when it was first organized. Eva had done some work in a family planning agency in Indiana; family
planning was an interest of hers. Later she worked for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children; still later with the Visiting Nurse Association based in Holyoke, eventually working in the
VNA’s hospice division. Eva commented that before she retired in 2000, she had worked with people at every stage of the life process.
While still working, Eva’s activity in the Amherst League was focused on study groups. As a new member,
she joined the committee on Air Quality, chaired by Janet Chevan. This was before the passage of the Clean
Air Act, and the League was studying the issues to be able to take positions. Eva continues to be interested in
environmental issues. After retiring in 2000, she became very active, holding a number of offices and positions. Eva served as president twice, as Voter Service chair twice and as Publicity chair. Eva became a sort of
specialist on the Book Sale, chairing it at least six times. She first chaired the Book Sale in 2001—because,
she said, they were having trouble finding someone to do it-- and chaired it again in 2002, with knowledgeable Rosalie Soons as co-chair. From 2001-2003, she served as president. (Eva is pleased to note that as president, she initiated what is now the annual birthday lunch meeting in February.) She chaired the Book Sale
again in 2005; then she had two terms as Voter Service chair and was Publicity chair in 2008-2009. In 2009,
with Caroline Rothery as Book Sale chair, Eva co-chaired Sorting and Pricing. In 2010 she co-chaired the sale
with Cindy Asebrook, and in 2011 with Adrienne Terrizzi-- though Eva was again president in 2009-2011.
After ten years on the Board, Eva entered a quieter period of league activity. However, she continued every
year to work on the Book Sale, and again, in 2014, she co-chaired the Book Sale with Mary Hough.
Eva laughed about the episode in 2001 (when Eva had agreed to chair the Book Sale after the president
made public that the League might have to discontinue it without leadership ) when a woman approached
her in the supermarket and asked whether she were the “lady who saved the League.” Perhaps Eva didn’t
save the Amherst League, but she certainly has contributed mightily to the on-going success of the Book Sale
(“our signature event” as Cynthia Brubaker said recently in her comments to the Amherst Chamber of Commerce), and to the on-going work of the Amherst League.
- Susan Millinger

The Aging in the Amherst Area study group is working on a proposal to use Concurrence as
the way to conclude our study. Previously, the LWV A used this method for the Emergency
Preparedness Study. The next meeting to continue our work will be on February 26th at 11
a.m.in the Amherst Room. If we do agree on Concurrence, there will be a presentation to
the LWV A describing what we learned on a date to be announced later.
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Book Sale 2016:
It may not be until summer, but we need help NOW!
The 2016 Book Sale will be open to the public over two weekends this summer: Thursday through Saturday,
July 28-30 and again August 4-6. It will be in the Fort River Elementary School gymnasium, the same location as we will use for sorting and pricing starting June 27.
This extra long sale means that we will need almost twice as many cashiers as usual. We’ll also need the
usual quota of sorters and pricers and pick-ups from Stop’n’Shop. We’ll also be having a special Children’s
Day before the sale opens to the public, part of our arrangement to partner with the schools this year.
But long before we get the Sign-up Geniuses posted for pick-ups, sorting and pricing, or cashiering, we need
a special push to advertise the new dates and location! Kay Fite and Cynthia Brubaker are forming a PR
committee to work on all aspects of publicity, including special outreach to the University and colleges.
Adrienne Terrizzi is working on an event to be held on the Common the weekend that would normally have
seen our book sale there (April 30.) Artistic design people are needed to create flyers and signs. So if you
have time to help right now, in March, please get in touch with Kay, Cynthia or Adrienne.

LWVA Birthday Luncheon—
February 13th
Rep. Story Receives her
gifts

Deanna and the beautiful goodies
she made for a LWVA meeting.

Alice Swift and Rebecca Fricke
introduce Rep. Story with
stories
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2016 Program Planning
LWVA held its formal program planning meeting on
January 27. There was one formal proposal for a
new project and considerable discussion of continuing program and likely new projects for the coming year.
At its April meeting, the Board will review the proposed projects with the goal of compiling
information for the Annual Meeting and making recommendations to that meeting. The 2016
-17 program will be formally adopted at the May meeting. If you have additional proposals
that you would like the Board to consider, please forward them by the first week of April.
According to the LWVUS bylaws, “program” consists of action to implement the League’s Principles as well as those governmental issues selected for concerted study or concurrence or
action.
The formal proposal for the upcoming year, submitted by Kathy Vorwerk, suggests a study
of voting behavior in the Amherst area with the goal of developing a plan that could increase the number of citizens who exercise that right.
It is anticipated that a number of current program components—advocacy by the Health
Care Committee, advocacy based on a new position being developed by the Committee
on Aging in the Amherst Area, and perhaps a speaker program as well as additional
studies by the Energy Study Committee—will continue.
At the state level, we know that LWVMA will come out with consensus questions for a
state study on charter schools in the fall. One suggestion at the January meeting was
that a speaker could address this topic at our Opening Meeting in September.
If an Amherst Town Charter Commission is formed, then many of our members may be engaged in an observer corps or general community education.
You can help the Board gauge the level of interest in these various possibilities by communicating with any board member between now and April. Ultimately, as always, it will be up to
the membership to set priorities, by voting both at the May meeting and “with their feet” by
signing up to participate.
- Kathy Campbell

6

Want to Find Out What LWVUS Is All About?
As we have been pointing out in a series of articles on our budget, every member of LWVA is also a
member of the state League (LWV of Massachusetts)
and the national League (LWVUS).
LWVUS will be holding its biennial convention
June 16-19, 2016, in Washington, D.C. With more
than 150 members, our Amherst League is entitled to
send up to three delegates. Would you like to be one
of them? Contact any Board member to let us know
if you are interested.
What happens at a national Convention? Well,
the formal centerpiece, of course, consists of the plenary sessions at which budget and program are reviewed and approved. Think Annual
Meeting with parliamentary formality raised to the nth degree. But the real action usually
happens on the sidelines. There are information and training session for learning about everything from leadership development to budget. There are caucuses on any number of issues, most of them organized by the grassroots. There are opportunities to meet League
members from all over the country and learn what other Leagues are thinking and doing.
Thursday, June 16, will include a pre-convention Lobby Day for advocacy on Capitol Hill in addition to informal evening events. And for a good laugh, you can take in a live performance by
The Capitol Steps on Friday evening.
Washington is not far away, and a triple or quadruple room at the Convention hotel is
fairly reasonable. This is a good opportunity for newer members, in particular, to learn more
about the League (but veterans also welcome!) So review your own plans for June and think
about whether you would like to be part of the Amherst delegation.

- Kathy Campbell
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Ready or Not—Its Election Time!!

March 1— Presidential primary election
March 14, 7 p.m. Charter Commission candidate forum, Amherst Middle School.
March 22, 7 p.m. Town-wide candidate forum, Town Room, Amherst Town Hall
March 29 — Amherst municipal elections
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