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CALENDAR

May 16, 3 p.m., Book Discussion of Breathing Lessons by
Anne Tyler, at 11 Western Lane.
May 26, 7 p.m., LWVA Annual Meeting 2016—see below.

Call for Annual Meeting
The League of Women Voters of Amherst will hold its annual
meeting on Thursday, May 26, at 7 p.m. in the Woodbury
Room at the Jones Library. Refreshments will be served at
6:30.
The agenda with committee and task force annual reports
and proposed program will be mailed to all members around
the beginning of May. Please bring this mailing to the
meeting.
According to our bylaws, the annual meeting must adopt a
local program for next year, elect and install officers and directors, and adopt an annual budget.

Please plan to join us.

From the Leadership
The other day I had the good fortune to sit with long time League members to sift
through the upcoming Town Meeting Warrant and choose appropriate articles to endorse. We
each had a copy of the latest Positions booklet and we did a thorough job of picking out articles.
I felt especially lucky to participate in this bi-annual ritual because I am a returning
Town Meeting member and I grab any opportunity to get educated on what’s coming. But also, I was moved to experience first hand a significant piece of what the League does: Local Action and Advocacy.
Each one of those positions represents a whole lot of work: creating a study group, researching and discussing the topic among members, creating Consensus questions and having
a Consensus Meeting about the issue, and finally having the whole membership vote on those
results at Annual Meeting. Some of these positions go back as far as the beginnings of LWV of
Amherst. Some are generated at the state or national level.
At any rate, it is just more of my quest to understand this League of Women Voters that
I have to privilege to help lead this year. Some of the important activities of the League were
obvious to me and concrete – like tabling for Voter Registration. But some are more complex
and subtle. Together all aspects of the League make up the foundation of the League: to uphold the virtues of democracy.
And just around the corner is our Annual Meeting (May 26th). I hope you will all come to
the meeting to hear what is going on at the state level (through our speaker) and what is happening here in Amherst at the local level.
See you then!
Marcie Sclove

The LWVA has received a lot of positive feedback on the charter commission candidates night,
which can be viewed in its entirely, or just Michael Ward's talk, at Amherst Media.
Michael Ward’s talk on the role of Charter Commissions, posted at https://
amherstmedia.org/content/charter-commission-informational-session-03-14-16.
The entire event:
https://amherstmedia.org/content/lwv-charter-commission-candidate-forum-03-14-16
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Interview with Barbara Ford
Barbara Ford has been an active member of the League of Women Voters since she was a young mother in
Poughkeepsie in the late 50s. In the past fifty-odd years, since moving to Amherst, she has served on the
Amherst League Board more times than she can easily remember.
Born in San Francisco, Barbara came East for college. At Wellesley she majored in art history with a minor in
political science. Her interest in political science is evident in her long subsequent volunteer career in the
League and in town government; her interest in art and more generally in creativity is also evident in her volunteer activity. Barbara spoke with enthusiasm about her work at the Eric Carle Museum in the art studio
(since the second year of the Museum’s existence) and her five years with Amherst Cinema’s visual literacy
course for third-graders. Temporarily side-lined by her broken leg this winter, there’s no doubt she will be
back working with children in ways that encourage creativity before long.

With the exception of a few years in Berkeley while her husband was doing graduate work, Barbara has been
an Easterner ever since coming to college. Her husband, from Springfield, was a physics major at MIT when
she got to know him on an Easter break Outing Club excursion to the White Mountains. Barbara was determined to ski down the Headwall on Mount Washington, but tripping on the trail on her (solo) way up, she
pulled a muscle. She got herself up to the bowl, to a good starting point in the run, and skied down. She then
found a ride back to school with a Wellesley acquaintance and her MIT date. The MIT student soon asked
her out, and thus began a relationship leading to 58 years of married life (until Norman’s death in 2013.) The
story also illustrates her love of the outdoors and her persistence, both of which mark her subsequent life.
After Barbara’s graduation in 1955, she and Norman were married. Despite moving four times in the next
decade and the arrival of three children, Barbara’s search for mental stimulation and an opportunity to do
something to benefit her community led her to join the League, starting in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. The Poughkeepsie League was organized in neighborhood units; a baby-sitting house was near the house where the
meeting was held, so it was possible to combine childcare and League business. After that, each time they
moved, Barbara joined the local League: in Berkeley, California, in Lexington, Massachusetts, and then in
Amherst after the family moved here in 1965.
In 1967, Barbara was asked to succeed Nancy Eddy as president.
Barbara remembers a visit from at least two former presidents,
Rita Kropf and Rhoda Honigberg, to convince her to accept the
nomination. It’s hard to imagine anyone resisting the persuasion
of such a powerhouse delegation. So Barbara became president
for 1967-1969.
The Amherst League hadn’t yet taken to the idea of providing
babysitting during meetings, but Barbara said “it was just possible” to manage both league and family responsibilities. One
memory that stands out from her presidency was calling a special
meeting to see if the League would support the question of building a new elementary school when it came before Town Meeting.
The town was growing because the University was expanding—
especially, she said, the physics department. Barbara recruited a
lot of the wives of the new faculty (especially from the physics department!) to join the League. The town was becoming more progressive because of the University’s expansion, and one sign of
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3—that was that League members, many of whom had previously been members of
volunteer commissions, increasingly came to hold elective office in the town.
Barbara’s own first position in town government was on the Planning Board in the early 70s. The Board developed the first master plan for Amherst, and although it was not accepted, nonetheless many of its components, like small village centers, the preservation of open space, and the need for added (and affordable)
housing have gradually been implemented (and are still important considerations.) She remembers serving
on a three person committee (with the head of the DPW and the town engineer) to consider whether the
sewer should be extended across the Mill River to Leverett Road; sitting on the committee, chaired by Rhoda
Honigberg, to select a site for the new landfill; and later (not surprisingly), serving on the Public Works Committee. Over the years Barbara has also been a member of the Finance Committee and the Zoning Board of
Appeals, and she is a long-time member of Town Meeting. She is currently on the Town Meeting Coordinating Committee. Barbara often functions as a warden at town elections.
So participation in town government as well as League government has been a major contribution which
Barbara has made to Amherst. Barbara has held too many positions in the Amherst League in the past fifty
years to try to list them all. She’s served on a number of study committees, most recently the Money in Politics and Aging in the Amherst Area committees. She has helped to revise the publication “Your Amherst Government,” been co-chair of Voter Service with Elaine Mange, worked on the Warrant Review, and served a
number of times on the Nominating Committee.
In earlier years, Barbara served as an advisor to other area leagues, in a program sponsored by LWVMA—in
the days, she said, when a League still existed in Springfield and Northampton League was much larger. In
the time when LWVA had an Observer Corps, attending Town Meetings and reporting back to the League
about the topics on which LWVA had positions, Barbara was an Observer. She commented that it was not
unusual for League Observers, who had been present at Town Meetings and understood the issues, later to
be named to relevant committees. The linkage between the League and the town has been well manifested
in Barbara’s activities.
Much of Barbara’s energy, aside from that devoted to her family, has been given to those two, League and
town. But other volunteer projects have also interested her. In the 80s and 90s, she served on the area
Wellesley Club Board. For twenty years she worked on Beds for Books, a fund-raiser for the Jones Library
which organized housing for families attending graduation. Now on hiatus, the program was particularly
necessary when all five colleges held graduations on the same weekend! As noted above, she has also been
volunteering in programs that encourage children’s creativity. Recently, she helped fight off “The Retreat”
project, which threatened her neighborhood.
Barbara says of the League that it is a wonderful way to learn about your community; to meet interesting,
different people; to develop your organizational skills and persuasive abilities; to work to improve the life of
your community. She emphasized that persistence has been a mark of the League and its members. We keep
on working on the issues important to us, she said. We make small changes when we can, and if the times
become unfavorable to a certain concern, we wait, and shift our priorities to reflect what can be done, until
the time become more favorable and the earlier concern can be raised again.
Barbara Ford’s own life has been characterized by service to her family, her town, the League, her college,
and a number of other good causes. She has, in fact, lived the motto of her college: “Not to be served but to
serve” (“Non ministrari sed ministrare.”) Her service has been the more effective because it has been carried
out with both realism and persistence.
- Susan Millinger
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Warrant Review
Each spring and fall, we review the warrant articles for Town Meeting, to decide whether the League should
take a public position on any of them. This year the LWVA is taking positions on several articles.
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF AMHERST SUPPORTS:
ARTICLE 19 : COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT
19A: Article 19A requests a sum of Community Preservation Act funds to be used for various affordable
housing, historical preservation, and park rehabilitation projects. The League supports provision of a variety of
low and moderate income housing, both public and private, consistent with community needs. The League
supports provision of a wide variety of facilities and opportunities for enriching recreational experiences for all
persons. (The Amherst League of Women Voters does not have a published position on historical preservation.)
19B: Article 19B proposes the acquisition of open land off East Leverett Road for the protection of Cushman
Brook. The League supports measures to provide for the planned acquisition of land to meet future recreational needs and the protection of natural resources.
19C: Article 19C would authorize an Agricultural Preservation Restriction on a parcel of land off South East
Street. The League supports actions that promote resource conservation and stewardship and that support
economically viable farms.
ARTICLE 36: SINGLE USE PLASTIC BAG PROHIBITION

Plastic bags contribute to the pollution of our oceans, lakes, and streams and have a deleterious effect on wildlife. Relatively few are recycled and they do not degrade readily in landfills. Restricting their use will help reduce Amherst’s solid waste and protect the environment. The League supports policies to reduce the generation of solid and hazardous waste and promote reuse and recycling. The League supports policies to preserve
the integrity of the ecosystem and promote maximum protection of public health and safety and the environment.
ARTICLE 37: WEST BAY ROAD PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS
West Bay Road, with its high volume of traffic, is a dangerous road. A safe pedestrian crossing is sorely needed
and long overdue. Many seniors live in the residence area and have no safe access to the cultural resources at
Hampshire College. Students have no safe access to Atkins Country Market. Atkins Corner is a designated village center in the Town’s Master Plan. Yet, without a pedestrian link between the residences, cultural centers
Hampshire College, and the Atkins Country Market, it cannot truly function as a village center. The League
supports sound traffic planning, taking into consideration community goals and needs, safety, and environmental and social impact.
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Amherst League of Women Voters 2016 SUMMER BOOK SALE
NEW DATES!
NEW LOCATION!
SPECIAL EVENTS!
Dates: Thursday – Saturday, July 28-30 and August 4-6
Place: Fort River Elementary School, 70 South East Street
BOOK COLLECTION from June 20 through July 20 at Fort River Elementary
School and at Stop and Shop on Rte. 9 in Hadley
More information: www.lwvamherst.org, lwva@lwvamherst.org, or 413-367-4329
Help spread the word— click here to print out the flyer: http://www.lwvamherst.org/sites/default/files/BookSaleFlyer.pdf
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