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CALENDAR

On Board:

Thursday, September 8 - Primary Election Day

President: Marcie Sclove
Secretary: Sudha Setty

Wednesday, September 14 - Opening Meeting at Amherst
Woman’s Club , 6:30-8:30 PM (see back page)

Finance: Eva Cashdan
Membership: Cynthia Brubaker
Communication: Kathy Campbell

Monday, September 19 - Book Discussion Group, “Handful
of Dust” by Evelyn Waugh , 197 Pondview Dr., 3:00 PM

At Large: Rebecca Fricke

Wednesday, September 28 - Forum on Prop 1 ballot issue to
change and expand the Amherst schools, Amherst Regional
Middle School - 7-9 PM

At Large: Deanna Pearlstein

Off Board:
Martha Hanner

Friday, October 14 - Legislative Reception , Applewood, 4-6
PM

Bonnie Isman
Richard Kofler

Welcome New Members:
Joanne Creighton
Harriet Goodwin
Elayne Berger
Jennifer Chylack
We are delighted to have you with us!

Maija Lillya
Susan Millinger
Janice Ratner
www.lwvamherst.org
Check us out on Facebook!
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From the President…
This is our first paper Bulletin since the formation of our new board. We
are a slimmer board of seven people, with six off-board members to help
in specific areas. We are lacking a chair for Voter Services and I am spearheading that as well. I’d like to focus on Voter Services in this message as we enter into an
exciting and potentially fruitful Voter Registration season.
As school start-ups approach and fall events take shape, we are hoping to be tabling at the
following events:
August 30 – First Day of School, Town Common (a gathering for the elementary school children and their families)
September 3, 12-2 pm – UMass Orientation (when students come downtown)
September 15, 5-9 pm – Amherst Block Party
September 24, 10-4 pm – Apple Harvest Festival on Town Common
September 28, LWVUS National Voter Registration Day (we hope to canvas the town with
LWVA presence and VR materials!)
To sign up for any of these events, go to: http://doodle.com/poll/yak5shtsfd224m7k
We also are hosting several forums on Candidates and Ballot Questions prior to the election.
September 28, 7-9 pm, ARMS: A forum to discuss the upcoming override question to pay
for a new school building project.
October TBD: A joint forum with the Northampton League for the contested State Senate
seat and the Ballot questions. More on this in the upcoming eBulletin.
And, please don’t forget our Opening Meeting on September 14, 6:30-8:30 PM, Amherst
Woman’s Club and our Legislative Reception on October 14, 7-9 pm, at Applewood!
It is a busy time for us, and an exciting time to be involved in League affairs! Please join us!
Marcie Sclove
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Amherst Solid Waste Master Plan
*Feedback Requested *
Martha Hanner
The Town of Amherst Recycling & Refuse Management Committee has spent the past 2
years preparing a Solid Waste Master Plan (SWMP), containing recommendations for promoting the responsible management of resources by all sectors of our community. The
SWMP also recommends the creation of a Zero Waste plan to set ambitious goals, prioritize
action steps, and monitor progress in reducing the generation and disposal of waste. The
SWMP was presented to the Select Board on July 25 and is now available on the Town
website at
www.amherstma.gov/documentcenter/view/35741
The Select Board has requested that the RRMC solicit feedback from the Amherst community about proposals offered for consideration in the plan. Residents, businesses, town employees, and other members of the Amherst community are being invited to fill out and
submit an online survey to provide feedback about proposals offered in the SWMP, inform
the RRMC how they currently manage their waste, and indicate how they would like to participate in this community effort to promote sustainability. Please click on the link to access
the survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/zerowasteamherst
Comments and suggestions about the plan, can also be submitted by email to publicworks@amherstma.gov or brought in person to a meeting of the RRMC. Feedback from
League members will be especially valuable, since many members have been involved
with various solid waste issues over the years. We urge you to read the Master Plan, take
the brief web survey, and email your thoughts to: publicworks@amherstma.gov
Community input will be accepted until September 23, and the RRMC will submit a final
version of the SWMP to the Select Board by October 23.

CANDIDATES SPEAK OUT ON ISSUES
If you would like to read the Third Hampshire District candidates’ written responses on the
issues of homelessness, poverty, food insecurity and income inequality, go to the LWVA
web site (lwvamherst.org). Also on this site are the responses from the candidates for
Hampshire Sheriff on a variety of topics.
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2016 Book Sale Report

Kathy Campbell, Chair

The 2016 LWVA Book Sale was one big experiment from start to finish. We changed the season, venue and pricing structure as well as many smaller details. So how did it go? What did
we learn? Are we any closer to our goal of making the book sale easier on our members so that
we can continue to put on this major fundraiser?
Early in 2016, we decided to take up an offer from the ARPS (specifically, from Ron
Bohonowicz, Director of Facilities and Maintenance, and Superintendent Maria Geryk) to
partner with the schools for this year’s book sale. They offered us the use of one of the elementary school gymnasiums for both pricing and sorting and the sale itself. In exchange, we agreed
to do something with ARPS students, working with Dr. Marta Guevara of the Family Center;
that turned into our “Young Readers Day”.
The change of venue saved us both money (no need to rent a tent and another pricing and sorting site) and work (no boxing up books, sorting them instead directly onto the tables where they
would remain until the sale.) These changes entailed numerous other smaller changes to the
logistics of managing the whole process.
One of those changes, of course, was moving the book sale to summer, as the school gym was
not available until the last week of June. I don’t know if it something special about 2016 or just
because we were collecting after the end of the academic year (as well as some in the spring),
but the number of books donated this year was truly overwhelming. We had to stop accepting
donations well before the originally announced date. The number of books may have made it
seem that this book sale was at least as much work as any other. But we could never have
handled such a volume with the old system.
The other big change this year was our adoption of a simplified “standard pricing” scheme, with
very low prices. By my estimate, we sold about 15,000 books and gave away another two or
three thousand to children, as freebies, and on our “Remainder Day”. We discarded in total
about 50% more books than last year even though donations were approximately twice last
year’s, and both our gross and our net revenue increased.
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We received many positive comments about these changes. People appreciated the lower prices
and bought more books. The site was accessible to wheelchairs and people with walkers. Wider
aisles and marginally better categorization of books made browsing easier, and many came more
than once. And we were able to have several special days - or young readers, for dealers, for leftovers - in addition to six regular sale days.
About 80 of our members helped with the sale, most in several capacities and on several occasions.
I am happy to see that the book sale remains so popular with our members. Pricing and sorting
was well staffed most days despite a very informal sign-up system, and we even had a great turnout for the final clean-up day, dispatching the remaining books, folding up more than 80 tables,
and breaking down a dumpster full of boxes before noon. Like all who participate in this annual
event, I find it a pleasure just to work with books—sorting, examining, even discarding those that
have already been too well used. Like all of you, I found a few of my own “treasures”, of which
my favorite this year was a book on plant propagation called Pirating Plants.
Workers are too many to list individually, but special thanks go to:
Adele Gladstone-Gilbert, for organizing book-making on Young Readers Day, as well as the Stop and
Shop pick-up team.
Janet Chevan, Janice Ratner, with Martha and Cindy Asebrook, in charge of cashiering/reshelving
workers and making and tracking deposits and cash during the sale. Sign-up Genius courtesy of
Bonnie Isman.
Susan Millinger and Dick Kofler, for bombarding the membership with electronic announcements and
pleas for help.
Trish Farrington, for publicity. We got a good story in the Springfield Republican and exposure on Amherst Media as well as paid ads.
Cynthia Asebrook, for the use of three good fans.
Jerry Brubaker, who worked himself back into the hospital.
And last but most certainly not least, to the members of the organizing committee Cynthia Brubaker, Kay
Fite, Leslie Nyman and Martha Hanner, who were always there to see that nothing fell through the cracks
and keep me from making too many mistakes.

Got some ideas about how things could be better next year? Let any member of the organizing
committee know. Let the experiment continue!
Young Reader’s Day:

“Make Your Own Book” project (Adele Gladstone-Gilbert):
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LWVA Profiles: Kathy Vorwerk
Kathy Vorwerk is the third generation of Mt Holyoke grads in her family, and the third
generation also of strong, independent women. Her maternal grandmother (class of 1904)
left home in her early 20s to become a Congregationalist missionary in China. There she
met and married an American Harvard grad who was helping establish a law school in
China. Despite the objections of both sets of parents because he was a Catholic, the couple went ahead. Their
children were raised in China.
Kathy’s mother left China at 16 to spend a year in school in Germany before she in turn attended Mt Holyoke (class of 1938). She married Kathy’s father, a Columbia College grad and public high school American
history teacher, and became a children’s librarian.
Kathy’s father had come to the States at age 11 from Germany, after World War I, which had left his family
desperately poor. Kathy’s father appreciated what the U.S. did for its immigrants, and he passed that belief
in America’s greatness on to Kathy. As a result, Kathy said, she can’t remember not wanting to be involved
in government and politics. Her earliest memories of politics are of parental debates during the Eisenhower/
Stevenson campaign.
Kathy had always assumed that she would go on to graduate school after Mount Holyoke. Initially she was
pre-med in college, majoring in psychology and minoring in chemistry. The decision ultimately to become a
psychologist resulted, she said, from the excellent psychology faculty at Mount Holyoke, her enjoyment of
her honors project in psychometrics, and her opportunity to be a teaching assistant in elementary psych
courses. After Mount Holyoke, she and her high school sweetheart, Robert Feldman, married and they both
went off to the University of Wisconsin, Madison for graduate work in psychology.
After completing psych PhDs—Kathy’s in educational psychology and statistics—the couple both got positions at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Virginia. However, Kathy‘s department lacked
the graduate students she enjoyed working with, so she accepted a job at Catholic University in Washington,
D.C. She loved the job, but the drive back and forth between their home in suburban Virginia and D.C. was
grueling, and when their first child was born in 1975, the demands on her time and energy multiplied. So
when Robert was offered a position at UMass, they jumped at the chance to move to the Pioneer Valley, and
the young family moved to Amherst in 1977.
After arriving in Amherst, Kathy worked for the National Evaluation System (NES), the research and test
development firm, as a Marketing and Project Director. Using her psychology background, she gained invaluable business experience. However, academia still beckoned, and while at NES, she began to teach parttime at Mount Holyoke and UMass. Eventually she left NES to become a full-time lecturer in the Psychology Department at UMass, teaching educational psychology, statistics, and industrial/organizational psychology as well as working with undergraduate and graduate students.
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Although Kathy had been interested in holding political office since she completed her PhD, the time was
not ripe for it until her youngest was starting kindergarten. In 1988, she was persuaded to run for the Amherst School Committee. Kathy served two terms on the Committee, and served as Chair of the Regional
School Committee. She greatly enjoyed her work on the school committees, feeling that she was able to
have an impact on her children’s education as well as contributing to the community in significant ways.
(It was a real high point for her when, in her role as chair of the Regional Committee, she handed her eldest son, Jonathan, his high school diploma at graduation!) From there she went on to serve two terms on
the Amherst Finance Committee from 1995 to 2001. She was also a member of Town Meeting for many
years. Kathy currently represents the Select Board on the 20-town Hampshire Regional Emergency Planning Committee, and is a member of the Capital Campaign Committee for the John P. Musante Health
Center.
After retiring from UMass In 2003, Kathy became active in the League. She had been a member since her
children were young, but had too many other irons in the fire to contribute much. A pivotal moment occurred when Barbara Ford (or was it Janice Ratner?) asked her if she would like to become Local Action
Chair. Here was an activity that Kathy considered key to the identity and work of the League, an activity
she believed was central to American democracy, and the League was calling on her for leadership in this
work. She said yes and served as Local Action Chair from 2005-2007.
Since then, Kathy has also been Voter Service Co-Chair (2006-2007), Membership Co-Chair (2010-2012),
and Co-President with Cynthia Brubaker (2013-15). She twice served on the Nominating Committee and
proposed and worked on two Study Groups that have resulted in the development and the adoption of
new LWVA policies and positions—Business and Economic Development (2008) and Emergency Preparedness Planning (2010).
In addition to her Amherst Town and League activities, Kathy volunteers at the Eric Carle Museum’s Art
Studio and at the Hospice of the Fisher Home. She is also on her Mount Holyoke College class (1969) reunion committee. Her leisure time activities include gardening, birding, spending time with friends and
family (including four much-adored grandchildren), and travel. Summers always include a few weeks
with family on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Additionally, since 1977 when the family spent a semester in Korea where Robert was a Fulbright Scholar, world travel has been an important family activity. Among the highlights of their travels, six years ago the family went back to the places in China where
Kathy’s mother and grandparents had lived.
Kathy believes that given the difficulty of finding members to take leadership positions in the Amherst
League, and the difficulty of interesting younger people in the League’s work, the League needs to continually look carefully and critically at what it is doing to be certain we are making the best use of our time
and resources. As Co-President, in the July-August, 2014 Bulletin, Kathy wrote of our experimental reorganization initiative: “We hope to streamline and reconfigure our procedures and tasks so that what we
want to do to fulfill our League’s mission better matches what we are realistically able to do…”
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LWVMA Scores Victories in Just-Ended 2016 Legislative Session
August 2, 2016 – Several bills LWVMA strongly supported passed in the 189th session of the Massachusetts legislature, which ended at midnight Sunday, July 31.
A bill improving access to public records, a strong pay equity bill and an energy diversity bill that increases
the state’s reliance on renewable energy sources all passed with active League support.
The legislature in this session made major strides in considering bills to reform the criminal justice system. While only the bill to repeal automatic drivers’ license suspensions for certain drug-related offences
passed, the work done on criminal justice reform is expected to carry over into the new session which begins in January.
In the next session, the League will again work for election reform bills, including ones to implement automatic voter registration and election day registration and to redraw Boston precinct lines.
We were disappointed that bills providing for better working conditions for pregnant workers, for a ban on
toxic flame retardants, for accurate and appropriate sex education in schools, for a carbon pricing policy,
for in-state tuition rates for certain non-citizen students, and many others that the League supported did not
make it to floor for a final vote this session. We will be advocating for those and other issues again in the
190th session of the General Court.

Health Care

Single payer health care gaining traction in state

All across the Commonwealth, more people are talking about single payer health care for Massachusetts.
Here are a few examples of the “buzz” that is growing:
1. Don Berwick made single payer health care a key part of his campaign in the Massachusetts gubernatorial race of 2014, and, again, in the Democratic presidential primary race, this summer, Bernie Sanders
talked about the need for a national single payer health care plan. Both of these campaigns boosted public
awareness and helped people recognize the health care benefits and cost savings of single payer.
2. Mass-Care: The Massachusetts Campaign for Single Payer Health Care has received many requests from
candidates, in this fall’s state elections, for endorsements. This is exciting and speaks to the fact that we are
building support inside the State House to move single payer legislation.
3. Mass-Care is organizing an event with several large unions and non-profit groups to develop a shared
strategy to push for single payer health care. The Massachusetts Teachers Association, the Massachusetts
Nurses Association, Mass Alliance and several unions are all part of the discussion. The League of Women
Voters will also be involved.
The League of Women Voters of Amherst Health Care Committee will be updating the facts and figures on
health care costs in Massachusetts – which keep rising. We will be revising our presentation, and would be
glad to provide a program for your business or organization. Please write or call Jackie Wolf
(lwvahealthcare@yahoo.com) 413/549-2958)
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LWVA Energy Study Committee Report

Dick Kofler, Chair

The Energy study group has been in existence since 2010. Originally formed to study the proposals to build power plants in New England that use wood as a source of fuel, the group has
continued to focus on issues that have arisen as energy use technologies continue to evolve.
Past work of the committee resulted in LWVA consensus on the use of Wood in electric generating plants (2011) and another consensus on Energy Policy issues (2014). Both of these can be
found in the 2015 LWVA Program Booklet (available on the LWVAmherst website). The committee continues to monitor, with great interest, the evolving energy landscape, especially here
in Massachusetts and in New England. A number of developments are notable:
The use of natural gas is increasing dramatically. The use of natural gas to generate electricity
in New England has increased from 15% in 2000 to 44% in 2014 and continues to increase. The
U.S. has an abundance of natural gas reserves underground, but it requires hydraulic fracturing
to harvest it, a process that has damaging environmental side effects. Natural gas is fairly cheap
and relatively cleaner burning than oil or coal (including substantially less CO2 per unit of energy) but the CO2 that it does emit still contributes to global warming. There are numerous pros
and cons to the use of natural gas and the committee has prepared a draft report. New England
has not developed the gas pipeline infrastructure to keep pace with the growth of natural gas demand. However there is widespread opposition to the expansion of pipeline capacity.
In New England many aging coal, oil and nuclear power plants are being shut down, including Mount Tom (coal), Vermont Yankee (nuclear), the Pilgrim plant (nuclear), and others. In all,
these represent a loss of 4,000 MegaWatts of generating capacity, approximately 12% of the total in New England. Also at risk of closing by 2020 are an additional 6,000 MW from additional
coal and oil-fired generators, which are displaced from the electric energy market on most days
by cheaper gas-fired plants. Although some of the lost capacity is being replaced by renewable
energy (solar, wind, and hydro) most of it is being replaced by plants that use natural gas. This
has created natural gas supply problems in winter when home heating demands require large
amounts of the fuel, creating temporary supply shortages that dramatically drive up the price.
The New England electricity grid is in need of upgrades. The New England power grid is
managed by the ISO-NE, a federally authorized non-profit organization that oversees the 24/7
operation of the power grid that covers the six-states of New England and administers the region’s $10+ billion “stock exchange” for the buying and selling of wholesale electricity. The
changing mix of energy technologies will require upgrades to the grid in order to increase energy efficiency (smart metering), and to handle intermittent sources (solar and wind). New
power lines will also be needed in order to transmit power from distant sources (wind power
from northern Maine, and hydro-power from Quebec). The study group has had several informative meetings with representatives of ISO-NE.
On dates yet to be determined, the Energy study group will sponsor two presentations: one by a
representative from ISO-New England, and another by a wind energy expert from UMass.
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Putting a Price on Carbon: Reducing Emissions Through
the Market Place (taken from LWVMA web site)
As concern about human-induced climate change mounts with each new storm, flood and
drought, there is growing interest in available solutions that can work on a large scale to
reduce emissions and support the transition to clean, renewable sources of energy. Pricing carbon to reflect its social cost (i.e., health and environmental impacts throughout
the full life cycle of a product – costs typically not borne by the emitters) is a form
of market-based environmental reform and is considered one of the most efficient and
cost-effective means of reducing emissions.
Revenues raised through social-cost pricing of fossil-fuel based energy can be designed
as largely or completely “revenue neutral” to offset higher fuel costs for businesses and
individuals. Funds can also be reinvested in the economy to promote industry and job
growth in the renewable energy sector. LWV supports carbon pricing through fee and rebate approaches that are revenue neutral or revenue positive and cap and trade systems as
long as low- and middle-income households receive rebates or tax cuts to protect them
from financial impacts and protections are put in place for vulnerable businesses.
LWVMA was one of the first organizations to support carbon pricing
legislation introduced by former Representative Thomas Conroy and Senator Michael
Barrett during the last legislative session and submitted written testimony on behalf of
that bill.
LWVMA has submitted written testimony this session supporting carbon pricing legislation introduced by Senator Barrett this year: S.1747, An Act Combating Climate Change.
[1]. S.1747 is based on the highly successful carbon pricing system in place in British
Columbia for the past six years, and a recent report from the Department of Energy Resources regarding the impact of carbon pricing in Massachusetts. The new bill is designed to be 100% revenue neutral.
While pricing carbon to reflect its true cost to society would have the greatest and fastest
impact if enacted at a national and global level, action at the state level has often paved
the way for action on a broader scale by providing working models and experience, as
well as leadership. California, Oregon, Washington and British Columbia signed an accord in 2013 to coordinate their carbon emissions pricing systems where possible, opening the door to regional agreements. State level carbon pricing legislation is gaining momentum, with New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington joining Massachusetts to introduce carbon pricing legislation in the 2015-2017 legislative session.
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From the LWVUS Web Site:

Voters Won Today: League of Women Voters Prevails in Major
Federal Voting Rights Case

Raleigh, NC: The League of Women Voters has just won a major federal voting rights
case, reinstating significant rights for North Carolina voters in time for Election Day.
The League has been fighting HB 589, an omnibus voter suppression bill designed to
limit the rights of voters, especially communities of color, since 2013.
“Democracy wins today. Voters win today. This decision is the latest in a string of major
federal rulings that send a clear message: Politicians have no business standing in the
way of our right to vote,” said Mary Klenz, co-president of the League of Women Voters
of North Carolina, a plaintiff in the case.
“We are grateful to the Court of Appeals for seeing this bill for what it was: a racebased, chilling attempt to silence the voices of eligible voters,” said Chris Carson, president of the League of Women Voters of the United States.
“As we’ve seen in Wisconsin and Texas, and now North Carolina, federal courts are
calling foul on post-Shelby attempts to suppress voters’ rights. Their rulings are loud
and clear. Politicians do not control our democracy; voters do,” Carson said.
“With this ruling, League volunteers will be able to get back to what we do best: equipping voters with the information they need to cast a vote this year,” continued Klenz.
“We have a lot of work to do to make sure North Carolinians understand how this ruling
affects them, and we stand ready to help millions of North Carolinians exercise their
most fundamental right to vote.”
The League of Women Voters was represented by the Southern Coalition for Social Justice and the American Civil Liberties Union, and was joined by North Carolina A. Philip
Randolph Institute, Onestop Unifour Collaborative, Common Cause North Carolina, and
five individuals as plaintiffs on this lawsuit.
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Don’t miss our Opening Meeting! Bring a friend!
Wednesday, September 14, 7:00-8:30 PM, Amherst Woman’s
Club, 35 Triangle St.
(Refreshments at 6:30 PM)
Topic: “The Disproportionate Impact of Charter Schools

on Small and Rural Districts”
Our speaker is William (Bill) Diehl, Ed.D., the
Executive Director of the Collaborative for Educational Services (CES; formerly the Hampshire
Educational Collaborative), the largest of the 26
collaboratives – nonprofit educational service
agencies – in Massachusetts. CES has 36 member
schools districts in Hampshire and Franklin Counties.
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